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Offside
Ah, the 21st century: a time of progression, improvement, 
and constructive discussion. 
Not to say that there aren’t still 
problems. Five players from 
the U.S. women’s national 
soccer team (Hope Solo, Carli 
Lloyd, Megan Rapinoe, Rebecca 
Sauerbrunn, and Alex Morgan) 
filed a complaint with the federal 
Equal Employment Opportunity 
Commission regarding the U.S. 
Soccer Federation’s (USSF) 
wage discrimination in paying 
men far more than women. 
So do they have a case? 
According to the New York 
Times, women make $3,600 per 
friendly (of which there are 20 
in a year) with a $1,350 bonus if 
they win. The men, on the other 
hand, pocket $5,000 per game 
and average $8,166 in bonuses for 
each win. All told, the maximum 
the women can make in a year 
is $99,000 while the men can 
pull in $263,320. Furthering 
this, the women won the World 
Cup in 2015 and shared a $2 
million purse among the squad. 
Meanwhile, the men failed to 
advance beyond the round of 
16 and still raked in $9 million. 
Along with this the USSF projects 
the women to be approximately 
$5 million in the black as the men 
drop $1 million into the red. 
But, as usual, the issue 
isn’t black and white.
For starters, the collective 
bargaining agreements for 
the men and women are very 
different. The women are salaried 
(and have certain benefits the 
men don’t such as health care 
and severance) while the men are 
on a pay-for-play model. Most 
who have reported on the story 
more or less ignore this fact, 
choosing instead to skew the 
stats by citing the average per 
game. Also of note, though this 
is currently a point of contention 
between the two sides, the CBA 
for the women’s national team 
was looked at as recently as 2013. 
The pay discrepancy is defended 
by some by rationalizing that 
many men have demanding 
club schedules; the National 
Women’s Soccer League is 
actually run by the USSF and is 
a great deal (10 teams compared 
to a typical 20) smaller.
But all of this aside, the 
elephant in the room has to 
be addressed: the men’s game 
(both participation and financial 
figures) is astronomically larger 
than the women’s. The 2014 Men’s 
World Cup saw $529 million 
in sponsorship revenue before 
the women’s dragged in a paltry 
$17 million in 2015. To answer 
the concerns about World Cup 
bonuses, most fail to realize 
that this money comes directly 
from FIFA—the USSF has no 
control over this—and is, again, 
related to revenue. Finally, on a 
closely related note, while the 
USSF is seeing more of a profit 
from its women’s team, it’s 
difficult to discount the men’s 
team (through no virtue of their 
own other than being male) 
being distinctly more visible.  
Should any of this really 
make a difference? No, not really. 
Both squads are doing the same 
job, and in this time of equal 
opportunity and equal pay, no 
one should bat an eyelash to see 
identical paycheques. But, as 
with anything else, it’s all about 
money—profit and maximizing 
advertising opportunities/
visibility. When Tim Howard 
suits up for Everton or even 
Michael Bradley for Toronto FC, 
there are eyes watching them, 
on TV and in the stands. Fans 
know who they are. Fans know 
they’re USMNT players. But if 
Alex Morgan, one of the more 
popular women’s players, hits 
the pitch for the Orlando Pride, 
the question on most people’s 
minds would be whether a 
team called the Orlando Pride 
even exists. Recognition.
It should also be noted 
that, while it pains me to say 
this, the USSF choosing to pay 
their women equally could set a 
dangerous precedent that could 
hurt the women’s scene. While 
the popularity of women’s soccer 
in the USA is at an all-time 
high, other countries are not as 
fortunate. Even on the biggest 
stage, the Women’s World Cup 
only has 24 teams as opposed to 
the men’s 32. If the U.S. women 
are successful, the world could 
see other countries—countries 
with less money to work with—
having to follow suit, whether 
that be due to ethics or just to 
placate the masses. The fallout 
could be several national women’s 
programs being cut altogether 
since there just wouldn’t be 
enough financial support.
So if the question is merely 
whether women should be paid 
the same, the answer is an obvious 
“yes.” However, with all the factors 
taken into consideration, women 
may have to suffer lower pay until 
such a time as the soccer world 
can actually support equality.
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It goes without argument that 2015 was a fantastic year for film 
and TV productions in Metro 
Vancouver. Film productions 
in and around the city include 
big titles from Deadpool, the 
highest grossing R-rated movie 
of all time, to highly anticipated 
sequels such as Star Trek Beyond 
and War for the Planet of the 
Apes. TV productions such as The 
100, DC: Legends of Tomorrow, 
The Flash, iZombie, Supernatural, 
Arrow, Zoo, and Wayward 
Pines are among a handful of 
small-screen shows filmed here. 
Currently, Wayward Pines is 
filming near Burke Mountain, 
and Zoo at Sasamat Lake, both in 
Coquitlam.
With the majority of foreign 
film crews running to Hollywood 
North, there’s an important 
aspect that plays to Vancouver’s 
growing popularity: the value of 
the loonie. 
The Canadian dollar, 
compared to the US dollar, has 
seen a rollercoaster of a ride in 
the past year, starting at 0.79 
cents last March, reaching a 
peak of 0.84 at the end of May, 
plummeting to a jaw-dropping 
low of 0.69 by mid-January, and 
bouncing back to a current rate 
at 0.77. 
While the dollar is keeping 
the productions coming, a 
contributing factor to the 
city’s success simply might be 
government subsidies. 
In 2013, the BC film industry 
saw a massive depletion in 
production and began urging 
the government to raise the 
tax credits. While a viral “Save 
BC Film” campaign swept the 
province, government decided 
against taking action—and three 
years later, it seems like they 
made the best decision.
“BC made an ultimately very 
wise move to hold steady, and 
the tax credits here have proven 
the most sustainable,” said 
Shawn Williamson, chairman 
of Burnaby-based Brightlight 
Pictures, to the Vancouver Sun.
“It’s an ever-evolving 
issue,” he continued. “But we 
understand the government 
looking to be fiscally responsible 
with how much they want to 
provide in credits.”
According to Vancity Buzz, 
film permits have increased by 30 
per cent within the past month 
compared to 2015. Last year, over 
$2 million dollars was injected 
into the local film industry, with 
millions of dollars paid to locals. 
This record-breaking streak is 
projected to skyrocket as 2016 
continues.
“We see firsthand the 
enormous positive impact on 
film and TV productions on our 
city every day,” said Mayor Gregor 
Robertson in a statement to 
Vancity Buzz. 
“As one of Vancouver’s high-
growth industries, film is a big 
contributor to our nation-leading 
economic growth. Vancouver is 
home to world-leading talent in 
the film industry and the City 
is committed to supporting all 
levels and aspects of production.”
As of late, a plethora of TransLink-related problems 
have risen, leaving passengers, 
TransLink staff, and the 
government scrambling. 
Compass fare gates started 
closing on April 4 and will 
continue to do so until the 
end of the week, but their 
list of problems hasn’t. 
The closure of the gates 
means that those who have 
not received their card yet are 
scrambling to get them. Long 
lineup have formed at the 
Compass Customer Support 
Centre, located at Stadium-
Chinatown Station, with 
wait-times often exceeding 45 
minutes. Many have required 
assistance in obtaining a card, 
while others need to exchange 
old forms of fare, such as 
FareSavers, into digital form.
Only days prior to the 
closures, a system-wide glitch in 
the gates caused them to close 
and not open with the tap of a 
card. The incident was reportedly 
caused by staff. Staff members in 
the stations were needed to open 
the gates to allow passengers to 
exit and enter the stations. While 
the incident may have led to 
some humourous quips on social 
media, such as #Gategate, it left 
others concerned that TransLink 
may have made the call too 
early to close all of the gates.
“We can assure our 
customers that we are confident 
that the Compass system is 
working and that we are still 
ready to begin full gate closures,” 
TransLink said in a statement.
As well, the closed gates will 
make for more difficulty getting 
through. Many unfortunate 
passengers have had the gates 
close on them while passing 
through them. Those who are 
elderly, disabled, or have a stroller 
may require further assistance 
with going through the gates.
However, prematurely 
closing fare gates remain 
the lesser of disabled 
passengers’ concerns. 
Previously, the pass cost $45 
annually to people on disability, 
and was available for anyone to 
obtain, although it was paid for 
either way. With the new change, 
the pass will cost about $52 per 
month, which will be deducted 
from disability cheques from 
those who specifically chose to 
use the pass. In addition, the 
government will be adding $77 
per month onto the cheques.
“The bus pass is still 
available,” Michelle Stilwell, 
BC Social Assistance Minister, 
told the Vancouver Sun. “The 
only difference is government 
paid it directly for them, now 
they will pay if they choose 
to have the bus pass.”
Yet BC NDP leader John 
Horgan has been outspoken 
on the issue in the legislative 
question periods.
Horgan said in question 
period, according to the 
Vancouver Sun: “I want to 
plead with the Minister of 
Social Development, listen to 
the people you’re supposed to 
represent, not the spin doctors 
back at public affairs, and 
restore the bus pass for the most 
vulnerable people in BC.”
 The latest in TransLink related issues
Fare gates and fair rates
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Low dollar equals high film production rates
 Vancouver reinstated as Hollywood North 
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Although many people may associate drug addiction with 
communities such as Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside, those that 
struggle daily with drug abuse 
can also be found much closer to 
home. 
New Westminster’s Last 
Door Recovery Society, a non-
profit charity, has been working 
since 1984 to break the ongoing 
addictions everyday people 
face—whether they are addictions 
to smoking, gambling, alcohol, 
drugs, or perhaps Internet and 
video games. According to their 
website, the recovery centre 
is “respected in the Drug and 
Alcohol addiction Field, and 
received the ASAP (Association 
of Substance Abuse Programs 
of BC) Award of Excellence in 
Addictions.” Since 1996, the centre 
has included a youth program 
to save the young lives from 
becoming a statistic. 
Peter Beka, Addiction 
Counsellor Youth Program 
Coordinator, has experienced 
exactly that during his early years. 
In a phone interview with CBC, 
Beka shared how his passion for 
helping others brought him back 
to the centre, years after he got 
clean thanks to Last Door. 
Upon discovering that the 
Downtown Eastside wasn’t the 
only place for those struggling 
with addiction, Beka and his 
team realized that they needed to 
broaden their options. Recently, 
Last Door began family programs, 
in which an individual with an 
addiction can work towards 
recovery alongside the love and 
affection provided not only by 
the employees, but their family 
members. Beka noted the benefits 
he’s seen in those who make the 
issue a family matter. Additionally, 
he talked about how the little 
things truly add up to bring about 
a success story.
“Feeling better is not how 
you’re gonna get off drugs,” said 
Beka in the CBC interview. “To 
feel better and to be happy takes a 
spiritual awakening—something 
as simple as having a good night’s 
sleep, somebody who cares, 
something to eat, and not being 
afraid of living in anxiety or 
paranoia.”
With a total of 100 beds, 
the majority of treatment plans 
are gender specific to males, 
young and old. Thanks to the 
Family Living programs, both 
genders of all ages are welcome. 
With a nurturing volunteer who 
understands what you’ve been 
through beside you on your 
journey to recovery, it seems like 
success is truly not too far around 
the corner.
“You get time to develop the 
skills to stay clean rather than 
be clean then shake their hand 
and say ‘good luck,’” noted David 
Pavlus, Executive Director, in a 
YouTube clip.
“We really want you to be 
good at it by the time you’re 
leaving, if that’s having a 
relationship, having a career, or 
going back to school, we can set 
a time frame and work towards 
mending those situations. If it’s 
someone off the street, you have 
to help them reinvent their life. 
But at the end of day, it’s worth it.”
When one door closes, another opens
 Last Door youth addiction surpasses 20 years helping locals
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Through the joint efforts of the DCBA, Douglas 
College, and a commitment 
of $15,000 from their partner 
FortisBC, serious conversations 
about climate change and 
energy usage were able to take 
place at Douglas on April 1. 
Since it was primarily 
FortisBC’s event, their team 
addressed eight topics that they 
deemed important or good for 
discussion, and students were 
given a month to personalize 
them, internalize them, and 
then facilitate conversations 
around them in a variety of ways. 
The topics were conservation, 
innovation, education, 
empowerment, demand-side-
management, climate change, 
and efficiencies. These topics 
inspired talks on forestry, 
overfishing, animal agriculture, 
consumer behaviour, and more.
 An underlying theme 
connected all these 
conversations, and it was 
presented in the form of a 
question: “How can we make 
sustainable living easier?” 
Student leaders let the 
community answer that one. 
It was their job to facilitate, 
encourage, and record the 
discussions, not enter into the 
decision and brainstorming 
process for them—although 
brainstorming with them 
was always encouraged. 
Siobhan Ashe’s “Sociology of 
Environment” class led a series 
of dialogues, which took place 
in Douglas College’s fishbowl. 
As Judy Darcy MLA for 
New-West said: “There’s a lot of 
places that you could be on this 
beautiful sunny day… and you’re 
here talking about action… I 
think it’s so exciting.”  
    In the weeks leading up to 
the dialogue, students were 
reminded that climate change 
is not a drastically negative 
concept that requires grim 
discussions of death and doom. 
They were encouraged to 
keep the conversation equally 
positive, and encouraged to 
view solutions as the key to 
good dialogue, not problems. 
In attendance was Liberal MP 
Dan Ruimy, who insisted: “I’m not 
a politician, although they tell me 
I am.” Ruimy shared a bit about 
what being a first-time politician 
is like, and he discussed what 
it’s like not being a millennial, 
while the world is going 
through this cultural shift and 
transitioning into a more holistic 
and conscious community.
Ruimy expressed to the 
dialogue tables that there wasn’t 
any emphasis on recycling when 
he and his generation were 
growing up, “[and as a result], I 
throw everything away. My staff 
actually started teaching me—the 
younger people started teaching 
me, how do we stop that, how do 
we eliminate that? I was surprised 
to see our garbage levels go down 
to almost nothing. [Now] almost 
everything is being recycled.”
Those who participated 
showed impressive conviction 
with which they worked on their 
dialogues, but also with the 
research posters that were on 
display outside, and the quality 
of the questions that they asked 
in the panel discussion featuring 
a number of Vancouver’s energy 
and climate change experts.
Hazel Postma, Associate 
Vice-President of Douglas 
College, said that the purpose of 
the event was to fulfill Douglas 
College’s strategic goal of 
providing “experiential learning” 
for students. Jennifer Henderson, 
Postma, and all the staff involved 
expressed their satisfaction with 
the dialogue, which provided not 
only experiential learning, but 
also networking opportunities 
and some insightful 
conversations for the students.
 Two topics on agenda: solutions, and the future
DCBA, Douglas College, FortisBC 
collaborate for on-campus dialogue
Jamal Al-Bayaa
Staff Writer
Im
ag
e 
vi
a 
w
w
w
.la
st
d
o
o
r.
o
rg
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
Ja
m
al
 A
l-
B
ay
aa
issue 27 // volume 42 news // no. 5
On March 28, disaster struck at Lynn Canyon in North 
Vancouver when 17-year-old Cole 
Marsh drowned in the canyon’s 
river. 
“We didn’t see him for a little 
while, and started to get worried,” 
Jara Holownia, a witness 
interviewed by CTV News. “Then 
he reappeared and looked like 
he was in trouble, and he started 
waving.” 
Response teams first arriving 
to the scene noted that Marsh, 
who had apparently climbed over 
a safety fence and jumped into 
the brisk water, was then clinging 
onto a rock, after about half an 
hour since his jump. Before a 
rescue crew could reach him, 
Marsh had disappeared under the 
water and didn’t resurface. 
It was at that time when 
RCMP officers began reasoning 
that the young man had 
drowned. What began as a rescue 
mission had turned into a somber 
recovery attempt. Unfortunately, 
the North Shore Rescue Team 
determined that water levels were 
too high and currents too strong 
for a safe recovery. 
While rescue teams remain 
regulating the Lynn Canyon 
waters for an ideal time to 
retrieve Marsh’s body, RCMP 
issue a warning to all adventurous 
people searching for their next 
thrill. 
“It’s a tragedy every year,” 
says Sgt. Doug Trousdell, a North 
Vancouver RCMP officer, to CTV.
“We have incidents of people 
falling or jumping and being hurt 
or killed in the creek here. We’ve 
got markers and plaques all over 
the park for people who have died 
in years past.”
Marsh, a high school senior 
and lacrosse player at Terry Fox 
Secondary School, was beloved 
by his peers and mentors. Several 
classmates noted his genuine 
personality made anyone feel 
welcome and accepted. 
“Cole really was an amazing 
guy. And I know you hear that 
about everyone who dies—‘Yeah, 
they were so great and caring and 
compassionate’—but he really 
was,” Brianagh Flesher explained 
in an email to the Vancouver Sun. 
“He really went out of his way to 
make people happy.”
“I’ve been cliff jumping 
hundreds of times with Cole,” 
said Tyler Simmons, one of 
Marsh’s best friends. 
“I told him multiple times it 
was too early in the season. The 
one time he goes without me, this 
happens. He didn’t listen. That’s 
why I loved him. We always 
talked each other into doing the 
craziest things.”
 Port Coquitlam student, 17, drowns in treacherous waters
Lynn Canyon claims another innocent life
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Young Women in Business (YWiB), an SFU club devoted 
to creating a supportive network 
of women who wish to grow 
professionally, hosted their fifth 
International Women’s Day 
(IWD) Conference on March 
12 at the Sandman Hotel.
“The International Women’s 
Day Conference is our pillar 
event, and it’s a day where 
like-minded individuals come 
together to celebrate what 
women have achieved,” said 
Bailey Wong, Chair of the IWD 
2016 Organizing Committee. “It 
not only helps us celebrate our 
current achievements, but equips 
us to achieve more in the future.”
This year’s theme was 
“Breaking Boundaries.” The 
intention was to equip women 
for tackling challenges that 
will undoubtedly come up in 
their professional lives, all 
the while being conscious of 
their societal impacts. The 
speakers worked around the 
general theme of leveraging 
strengths and using them as 
tools to master weaknesses.
“The theme of the 
conference changes each year, 
and we base our speakers 
and our philanthropy aspect 
around it,” Wong said. “This 
year we decided to work with 
a non-profit charity called 
Covenant House Vancouver.”
YWiB asked for donations 
such as clothing and comfort 
items from participating 
delegates in order to partake 
in The Shoebox Project in 
partnership with Covenant 
House Vancouver.
The host of the conference 
was Nicolle Hodges, the 
promotions host at CTV. She 
opened the event with a personal 
story of how her career started 
by “breaking boundaries” and 
reaching out to a job she hardly 
fit the qualifications for—in 
doing so, she got hired to a job 
that kick-started her journalism 
career and helped her get to CTV.
Workshops were led 
by professionals such as 
entrepreneur Danielle Van 
Zanten, and focused on specific 
topics such as “Establishing your 
presence: personal branding” 
and “Managing yourself 
upwards.” Van Zanten expressed 
the importance of remembering 
that you as a person are a 
brand, and how you present 
yourself will have a powerful 
influence to your professional 
brand, positively or negatively.
During the breaks between 
workshops, delegates were 
encouraged to network with the 
professional speakers and the 
various vendors such as Blossom 
Box Jewelry, Brain Station, and 
Giving Gifts & Company.
Wong explained that her 
favorite part of the conference 
each year is “Executive for a 
Day;” a draw where a delegate 
is given the opportunity to 
choose a professional from the 
conference and shadow them 
for a day. “It’s a game changer 
from the typical networking 
event and much more personal 
being able to just spend a day 
with them or have coffee with 
them one on one,” Wong said.
Excluding the executive 
team, approximately 100 
members attend the IWD 
conference each year.
Alice Joel, IWD 2015’s 
engagement coordinator and 
next year’s co-president of 
YWiB alongside Bailey Wong, 
expressed her excitement for 
the upcoming year. “The thing 
I love most about YWiB is how 
much they have challenged 
me to grow,” she said.
“It’s nice surrounding 
yourself with an ambitious 
and egoless team who are not 
only passionate about pursuing 
their own goals, but also take 
a genuine interest in helping 
others build themselves as well.”
Yelin Gemma Lee
The Peak (Simon Fraser University)
 SFU club hosts annual event geared at helping women succeed
Young Women in Business break 
boundaries at 2016 conference
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The hardest thing about being involved in the arts is funding 
projects. Everything starts from 
nothing in the world of theatre, 
so aspiring directors often have 
to take on the role of producer 
as well. This means using your 
own time, money, resources, and 
contacts to get a project moving. 
Fortunately, those aspiring 
theatre-smiths currently attending 
college or university have access 
to life-saving resources that other 
street-level performers don’t.
Of course, everything begins 
with a script. What you choose 
to perform isn’t that important, 
provided you make the theatre 
department faculty like your 
concept. Try to contact the 
program chair, if possible. They’re 
the movers and shakers, so getting 
them on board is important if 
you want to have an easier time 
scheduling your rehearsal times 
in the necessary theatre space.
Speaking of space, getting 
one is the next major step—
without one, there’s nowhere 
to put your actors. Working 
out a rehearsal schedule with 
the faculty is essential, since 
you don’t want anyone calling 
“dibs” on your space at the last 
minute. Once you have secured 
a script, a space, and a schedule, 
you’ll have an easier time getting 
actors on board with your show. 
That’s why you have to include 
audition times in your schedule.
There are lots of ways to 
get actors to audition. Websites 
like Vancouver Public Library 
and Vancouver Actor’s Guide are 
open to the public for advertising 
projects, and there’s always social 
media sites like LinkedIn or 
Facebook. However, only being 
on-site at a college allows you 
to poach student actors from 
the local talent pool. Many are 
ambitious enough to take on 
extra projects in addition to their 
schoolwork, although you must 
be prepared to act as a teacher of 
sorts if your cast is inexperienced.
Don’t be like those Craigslist 
ads offering “experience” and 
“résumé credits” in return for 
weeks of rehearsal time. Your 
actors sacrifice literal days they 
could be using to work for real 
money, so you should compensate 
them. With a pool of actors in 
hand, you will be able to apply for 
funding from the student union. 
This can cover the expenses, 
but any profit you make will 
have to go back to the student 
union. If you complete the 
project with your own resources, 
you may then use the profit to 
pay your actors and yourself. 
Fortunately, tech isn’t a huge 
issue in a low-budget production. 
Lighting and sound cues should 
be minimal, as union rates 
for stagecraft technicians are 
probably outside your budget 
without student union funding. 
Any props and costumes you 
need can be found at dollar 
stores or provided by actors. Set 
pieces are usually free to loan 
from the theatre department, 
unless the prop shop has a claim 
on it. They’re usually willing to 
share, but that often depends 
on prior working relationships.
Advertising is critical. If no 
one comes to the show, then you 
don’t make back what you spent. 
Get art students to design posters 
and pamphlets, and pay them 
a flat commission out of your 
profits. Then, get the print shop 
to make a few hundred copies of 
each. This can be done for free if 
you’re a student, as long as the 
program chair approves it. Recruit 
your cast and crew to distribute 
the posters in high-traffic areas 
in and around the college—
family-owned restaurants are 
especially receptive if you offer 
to advertise them in return. 
Cold-call everyone you know, 
and have your actors do the 
same. Your first few shows will 
be attended mostly by friends 
and family, but that’s how you 
build an audience. Speaking 
from experience, it is possible to 
draw as much attention to your 
independent theatre project 
as Douglas College does to its 
program-sanctioned shows. 
If your expenses are minimal, 
following these steps can get you 
attendance that will easily cover 
the cost of your show, plus send 
the cast and crew off with a couple 
hundred dollars in their pockets.
For a bunch of broke 
college kids, that’s a pretty 
respectable haul—and if you’re 
willing to work your ass off, it’ll 
only get bigger next time.
Producing and you
 Making college theatre on a budget
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
A traditional RPG with a unique twist
 ‘Bravely Default’ video game review
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
With Bravely Second: End Layer coming out this 
month, it seems only fitting to 
write a review for its predecessor, 
Bravely Default , a Nintendo 
3DS role-playing game similar 
to the older Final Fantasy games 
with some unique elements.
The story concerns four 
heroes: Angès Oblige, the 
vestal of the Wind Crystal; Tiz 
Arrior, the sole survivor of the 
village of Norende; Ringabel, an 
amnesiac with a peculiar journal 
that seems to predict future 
events; and Edea Lee, traitor to 
the Eternians who are hunting 
down the vestals. Together, these 
four heroes go on a journey to 
defeat a great evil and try to re-
awaken the Crystals, which have 
been taken over by darkness.
The story may not be 
extremely original (why are 
crystals always so important?), 
but it is entertaining enough. 
Great tragedies occur throughout 
the course of the narrative, and 
the game covers some heavy 
topics, including murder, 
greed, vanity, and death. It is 
entertaining to fight with these 
heroes against such depravities 
in their attempt to fix the world.
The game is heavily story-
driven, so there are a lot of cut-
scenes to watch. Fortunately, the 
story is interesting enough that 
the number of cutscenes doesn’t 
detract from the game. You also 
have the option of allowing them 
to either auto-play, or move 
the dialogue ahead manually, 
therefore allowing you to have 
control over whether you sit back 
and watch, or pause if you need 
to. Also, if you’ve already seen the 
scenes, you can skip them entirely. 
If you happen to miss part of them 
or want to re-watch a scene, the 
menu also lists all of the scenes 
you have already gone through.
Battle-wise, Bravely Default 
is a turn-based game. However, 
it adds several unique aspects to 
the system. To begin with, players 
have the option of using either 
Brave mode or Default mode in 
a battle. Using Brave allows you 
to use an extra move, allowing 
each character up to four moves 
per turn. The drawback is that 
however many Brave turns you 
take up, you will have to skip 
as many turns afterwards. That 
means if you use three Brave 
turns, then the enemy will have a 
chance to hit you for three turns 
in a row if it wasn’t defeated. 
Using Default for a turn 
will put you in a guard position 
where you take less damage and 
gain an extra turn to use with 
Brave, without the consequence 
of skipping the following turn. 
Using these two commands 
strategically can really help the 
player in battle. Unfortunately, 
enemies also have these options, 
though they rarely seem smart 
enough to make use of them.
Another nice combat feature 
is the ability to control how long 
each turn takes. You can fast 
forward your moves up to four 
times, allowing you to essentially 
beat opponents within seconds, 
should you be 
strong enough. 
This allows 
players to 
farm for 
experience 
much more 
quickly 
than in 
other 
turn-
based 
games.
Bravely 
Default also has 
quite an extensive list of 
unlockable jobs to choose 
from. In total, there are 24 
different job classes, including 
the more traditional titles, such as 
Thief, as well as new ones, such as 
Spell Fencer. To unlock a job class, 
you need to first defeat the boss 
that holds that job. These bosses 
can be found throughout the main 
story, as well as during side quests.
Outside of combat and 
story, Bravely Default is really 
aesthetically pleasing. The 
characters 
are drawn in 
a unique, cute art style that 
the Japanese refer to as “chibi.” 
The atmosphere and backgrounds 
are drawn up beautifully. The 
music is really well composed, 
and pleasant to listen to, even 
after playing for hours. Overall, 
it is truly a work of art.
With Bravely Default’s 
mixture of traditional mechanics 
and new elements, it is truly a 
game that any RPG lover will 
want in their collection.
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 Douglas College debuts latest annual anthology
After the release of Studio Ghibli’s When Marnie 
Was There, it was unknown if 
Studio Ghibli would ever release 
another film. While Japan did 
not get a Studio Ghibli film this 
year, here in North America 
Studio Ghibli released Only 
Yesterday, a lesser known film 
that first debuted in Japan 25 
years ago. It is a hidden gem 
about growing up and nostalgia. 
The film follows Taeko 
Okajima (Daisy Ridley) as 
she goes to Yamagata to visit 
her family, help them with 
the safflower harvest, and 
spend time with her brother 
in law’s second cousin, Toshio 
(Dev Patel). During her trip, 
she relives memories of her 
childhood through flashbacks.
While many people think 
that Grave of the Fireflies is 
Isao Takahata’s best film, Only 
Yesterday might be better. It has 
great hand-drawn animation 
that shows the Japanese 
countryside. The images are 
often so realistic that it looks 
like a live action film. The film 
is similar to another Studio 
Ghibli film, From up on Poppy 
Hill, because both films are 
based on a manga, as well as 
having similar themes and 
both being set in the 1960s.
Only Yesterday makes 
use of many unorthodox film 
techniques. Throughout the 
film, there are a variety of flash-
cuts that make visual reference 
to the things the characters 
discuss, and mind-blowing 
dream sequences abound. The 
film’s soundtrack features a 
variety of music, including 
Japanese music from the 1960s, 
Hungarian music, and even a 
Japanese version of the Bette 
Middler classic “The Rose.” 
One of the film’s themes 
is the difference between 
city life and rural life. Taeko 
loves the countryside, so the 
film showcases many famous 
places from the Japanese 
countryside in the beginning 
of the film. Although the film 
was released in 1991, these 
themes are still relevant in 
today’s industrial world. 
The film’s other major theme 
is the decline of traditional 
agriculture. The second half of 
the film features a brief lecture 
about safflower and its uses. 
It takes a long time to farm 
products the old-fashioned way, 
and its industry is declining 
which today, whereas factory 
alternatives are booming. 
While it took a long time 
for the film to be released in 
North America, it is still worth 
a watch. It will cause you to 
feel nostalgia for an era that 
is, in turn, nostalgic. Only 
Yesterday will be available 
on DVD and Blu-Ray soon.
‘Only Yesterday’ review
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Senior Columnist
The Douglas College Creative Writing department released 
its latest anthology of student 
works, Pearls 35, on April 1 with 
an evening of student readings 
in the Studio Theatre at the 
New Westminster campus.
Nine students read poems, 
fiction stories, personal narrative 
pieces, and a script to a packed 
audience of fellow students, 
instructors, friends, and family. 
The evening’s readings featured 
themes of strong emotions 
and defining one’s identity.
The event began with an 
excerpt from a fiction story 
called “Runaway Lane,” read 
by author Reid Allen. The 
story follows a young man who 
struggles with his tragic past 
while trying to save the life of a 
dying truck driver who had an 
accident on the runaway lane.
“I don’t write happy 
stories,” Allen explained 
before he began his reading.
Other fiction stories read 
at the event included Reija 
Roberts’ “Dumb Luck,” a story 
about a woman trying to find 
her identity through thrift shop 
purchases, and Donna Ballyk’s 
“Hemmingway Guffawed,” 
a humorous story about two 
young men discussing a 
creative writing assignment.
Kira Russell, the 2014 
recipient of the Maurice 
Hodgson Award scholarship, 
read her speculative fiction story, 
“Riversides.” The story deals with 
Moira and the loss she suffers 
after she witnesses her brother 
being captured by a Kelpie-like 
creature in the town’s river.
The poetry readings focused 
on self-identity. Michelle 
Sankey’s “The Button Blanket” 
explores how a handmade 
blanket can give a person power 
and a connection to their 
culture. Tanzil Mulji’s first poem, 
“Malika/Queen,” describes the 
birth of a girl named Malika, 
while her second poem, “An Ode 
to Girls with Hard to Pronounce 
Names,” describes how Malika 
feels about her difficult name. 
Stephen Renaud’s “Out in the 
Cold” explores the mindset of 
asexual individuals, and was 
chosen as Douglas College’s Poem 
of the Month in December 2015.
The personal narrative 
readings, Willy Mayom Maker’s 
“Kawaja” and Sankey’s “The Sweat 
Lodge,” focused on community 
and family connections. “Kawaja” 
explores how Maker’s five-year-
old self viewed the world as a 
member of an isolated Dinka 
village in South Sudan when 
two white people came to visit.
“Living in an isolated 
village, I didn’t know other 
races existed. I thought we, the 
Dinka, were the only people 
on Earth,” Maker read.
“The Sweat Lodge” examines 
Sankey’s relationship with her 
father and their connection 
to the Cree community after 
her dad receives the right to 
be a sweat lodge caretaker.
“Wherever he went I was 
with him, whether he wanted 
my help or not,” she read, 
describing how she helped her 
dad gather wood for the lodge.
The final reading of the 
evening was an excerpt from 
Adam Tatelman’s script, “A 
Marriage of Convenience.” The 
story follows a samurai who is 
hired to investigate why a wealthy 
landowner’s daughter was 
kidnapped a few days before her 
wedding and then unexpectedly 
released a day before the 
ceremony. The performance was 
more than a simple reading and 
included many gestures and 
movements, such as the samurais 
bowing to their superiors and a 
fight scene between old rivals.
After the readings, Calvin 
Wharton, the creative writing 
department chair, presented 
two students with the Maurice 
Hodgson Award scholarships. 
Coral Zarrillo received the 
silver award and read her 
Pearls 35 poem, “Socks Are Not 
Monogamous.” Gillian Clark 
received the gold award and 
read her poem “Write a Poem.”
Creative writing instructor 
Glenda Leznoff concluded the 
event with a heartfelt speech 
about Wharton stepping down as 
the department chair after eight 
years. He will continue to work in 
the department as an instructor.
“You’ve got to focus on 
the highlights,” Wharton 
said, reflecting on his 
time in the position.
Pearls 35 will be available 
for purchase in the Douglas 
College bookstore.
Cheryl Minns
Contributor
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An evening of 
emotion at ‘Pearls 
35’ book launch
arts // no. 8 theotherpress.ca
The roleplaying game is one of the longest-lived 
genres in all of video game 
history. From Richard Garriot’s 
seminal Ultima series to the 
glitchy, unrefined majesty of the 
early Elder Scrolls titles, game 
designers have sought ever more 
detailed methods by which to 
mathematically represent the 
progression of a player character’s 
skill over time. It’s a novel idea 
that’s seen a lot of change over 
the years, and it wasn’t long 
before every other genre in 
the world began to adopt RPG 
mechanics in a bid to give their 
gameplay a sense of progression.
First it is necessary to define 
RPG mechanics. Any game that 
endows the player character 
with new abilities or equipment 
over the course of the story does 
so for the purpose of adding 
complexity to the gameplay 
over time, but that does not 
necessarily an RPG make. Nor 
should it: after all, video games 
did not pioneer RPG mechanics. 
Tabletop games like Dungeons 
& Dragons introduced elements 
like character creation, classes, 
attributes, skills, and levelling 
up long before Rogue players 
were eaten by their first Grue. 
Player-generated characters 
aren’t strictly necessary for 
an RPG. Some have static 
protagonists that the player 
merely chooses skills for. It is 
the specialization of skills that 
makes an RPG. Simply put, if 
there is a level cap, characters 
can never acquire enough 
experience to become an expert 
in every skill. If there isn’t one, 
acquiring that much experience 
would still take an obscenely 
long time, so specialization is 
still just as necessary. Being a 
jack-of-all-trades is typically 
nowhere near as effective as 
being a master of a few.
The great thing about 
RPGs is the number of different 
playstyles they offer from one 
playthrough to the next. Playing 
Dark Souls as a heavily armored 
knight who can block anything 
requires a different strategy from 
playing as a speedy rogue with a 
high damage-per-second output. 
The experience can be tailored 
to the player’s actions without 
the fundamental mechanics 
altering in the slightest.
Unfortunately, many genre-
bending games implement RPG 
mechanics in a shallow way that 
defeats their appeal. Deus Ex: 
Human Revolution, for instance, 
allows the player to unlock 
almost every single ability in a 
single playthrough thanks to the 
gratuitous windfall of experience 
points. As such, every player’s 
endgame character build will 
be nearly the same as everyone 
else’s. The only specialization 
players need concern themselves 
with is confined to the beginning 
of the game, which eliminates 
most of the replay value.
Then there are games where 
the presence of RPG mechanics 
doesn’t even make sense. In the 
Batman: Arkham Asylum series, 
Batman can unlock new gadgets 
and skills as the game progresses, 
but he must then re-unlock 
them at the beginning of each 
next game. This doesn’t make 
sense for the character, since 
he should have these skills and 
weapons from the beginning of 
the game. After all, he’s Batman.
What these games get 
wrong is their use of RPG 
mechanics as if they were just 
another collectible item—
something to be hoarded for 
the sake of completion instead 
of a deliberate strategic choice. 
When the only choice involved 
is what order to get the upgrades 
in, then none of them have 
much impact on the gameplay.
Some of the most beloved 
games in history are RPGs, but 
that doesn’t mean that RPG 
mechanics are an automatic 
guarantee of success. There’s 
more than one way to make 
gameplay progress over time, 
so it is a matter of choosing 
which mechanics are best 
for the game in question, not 
forcing popular mechanics to 
fit in places they don’t belong.
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Flawed by Design: Character development
 What makes an RPG?
Adam Tatelman
Arts Editor
Rush Hour is a new action-comedy television show 
based on the movies of the same 
name. A straight-laced detective 
from Hong Kong unwillingly 
teams up with a detective from 
L.A. who doesn’t follow the rules.
Unfortunately, Rush Hour 
doesn’t really show much 
originality. There aren’t any new 
spins on the genre tropes to make 
it feel fresh, and the characters 
are very stereotypical. Lee (Jon 
Foo) is the by-the-book cop 
who’s, always in a stylish suit, 
where Carter (Justin Hires) is the 
funny black partner that does 
everything unconventionally, 
but somehow still manages to 
keep his job. Neither wants to 
work together in the beginning, 
both preferring to be lone 
wolves, but by the end they both 
like each other and team up.
The show’s humour is 
entertaining enough, but it’s 
all been done to death. There is 
a running gag throughout the 
pilot episode where Carter keeps 
trying to prove he is braver than 
Lee. Lee never disputes this, 
but still manages to act in a way 
that makes Carter feel bad about 
himself. For example, Carter goes 
on about being shot in the leg 
and how he was a big hero, but 
then he finds out Lee was actually 
shot twice, and feels put out 
because Lee had been placating 
him and hadn’t even mentioned 
that he’d been shot. It wouldn’t 
be a surprise if this running gag 
continues throughout the season.
That also brings up a point 
that Carter himself asks: is Lee 
really human, or is he some 
advanced Chinese robot from the 
future? He tells Carter he doesn’t 
feel fear, and even when he was 
shot, he acted like it barely hurt. 
In fact, Lee pretty much appears 
emotionless throughout the 
whole episode, though Carter’s 
running commentary—seriously, 
the guy never shuts up—offers 
some insight into Lee’s emotional 
side. And though he never 
actually shows much emotion, 
his actions demonstrate that he 
cares deeply for his sister, enough 
so that he goes along with some 
of Carter’s rule breaking. But 
we don’t really need Carter’s 
commentary to tell us what Lee is 
feeling. It would be nice if it were 
shown more, instead of told.
Maybe the most interesting 
aspect of Rush Hour is the 
action. Not really the shootout 
scenes, but the martial arts 
that the Chinese characters 
seem to have perfected. Lee 
is like a martial arts fighting 
machine, and it shows in his 
choreography. Unfortunately, 
Carter doesn’t seem to know 
anything about hand-to-hand 
combat, so he sticks to his gun.
Although Rush Hour may 
not be really even remotely 
original, it is still entertaining 
enough to watch as some 
mindless television.
 ‘Rush Hour’ pilot review
Beat the rush
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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This April, the Amelia Douglas Gallery will feature Kelowna artist 
Madelyn Hamilton’s nature-inspired 
artwork in the Rhythms and Energy of 
Nature exhibit. The vibrant, textural art 
depicts nature in a stylized way, inviting 
viewers to explore each piece in detail.
The exhibit opens on April 21 with 
a reception at 4:30 p.m. in the gallery, 
which is located on the fourth floor of the 
Douglas College New Westminster campus. 
Hamilton will present a talk about her 
work on April 22 at 10 a.m. in the gallery.
Hamilton spoke with the Other Press 
regarding her work in the exhibit.
How would you describe your artwork?
You don’t stand back when you look 
at my work, you have to investigate it and 
you have to look in very closely because 
there’s a lot to be seen. I work on wood 
panels with high texture. The edges on 
my pieces are not always straight edges. I 
shape them myself and I cut them with a 
saw. They’re not radical; they’re softer, more 
organic edges, and they’re very popular. I 
also embed objects that I’ve found on the 
street, because I believe this surface of 
earth is about people and nature trying 
to live together. There is a lot of texture in 
my work that comes from various things 
that I’ve put on it. Sometimes there is 
pastel work over top of it. There could 
be a blend of acrylic and maybe oil and 
anything that I’ve glued onto that surface. 
It is semi-abstract work, so you can look at 
it and put your own interpretation on it.
Where do you find inspiration 
for your artwork?
My ideas have been expanded over 
many types of subjects, but for quite a long 
while now I’ve just been nature-based. The 
reason for that is I have a big love for the 
outdoors and I live on a wilderness ravine 
edge. I have bears on my back steps. There’s 
a creek a quarter-mile down. It’s densely 
forested and wild animals live there. So 
it’s definitely an influence on what I do.
For more information on Hamilton 
and her artwork, check out her 
website at MadelynHamilton.com
Rhythms and Energy of Nature will 
run until June 11 in the Amelia Douglas 
Gallery on the fourth floor of the Douglas 
College New Westminster campus.
Blade Runner, originally released in 1982, is a unique, 
artistic blend of the science 
fiction and neo-noir genres. 
Directed by Ridley Scott and 
starring tough-guy Harrison 
Ford, it is considered by many 
to be one of the greatest science 
fiction films of all time. Based 
on Philip K. Dick’s lesser-known 
novel Do Androids Dream of 
Electric Sheep?, it combines 
a neo-noir mystery plot with 
a dystopian futuristic style.
The story is set in Los 
Angeles in the (at the time) 
far-off year of 2019. The world 
is dystopian with cyberpunk 
overtones—flying cars, space 
colonies, and sentient robots 
are common. Such robots, 
indistinguishable from humans, 
are called replicants. After 
an uprising on an off-planet 
colony, replicants are declared 
illegal on Earth, under penalty 
of death. Police units known as 
“blade runners” are tasked with 
tracking down and executing 
illegal replicants. One such 
retired runner, Deckard, has 
been called back to action to 
hunt six rogue replicants who 
murdered their colony masters. 
In typical film noir fashion, 
things get morally complicated 
with a female replicant—and 
Deckard’s own identity may not 
be all that it seems to be, either.
A total of seven different 
versions of Blade Runner have 
been released. While the majority 
of the plot and footage is the 
same, several key differences have 
led to debate over the “correct” 
and best version. The original 
theatrical version has Deckard’s 
narrations throughout the film 
explaining the plot, including an 
explanation at the end changing 
a major character’s fate—and 
in the process, giving the movie 
a much happier ending. 
Ten years later, a “Director’s 
Cut” was introduced that 
removed the happy ending, all 
other narrations, and includes 
a dream sequence that adds a 
major factor to the plot. The 
“Final Cut,” issued in 2007, 
includes an extended version of 
the dream, several additional 
violent shots, and most 
significantly, an all-new film 
transfer. This edition is widely 
considered the best, primarily 
due to the reissue making 
the film even more gorgeous, 
colourful, and aesthetically 
beautiful than ever before.
While the plot moves slowly 
in some areas, Blade Runner 
continues to be one of the 
finest science fiction detective 
stories ever produced. Its legacy 
increased the status of both 
Ridley Scott and Harrison Ford 
as legendary stars, as well as set 
a new precedent for what many 
science fiction films could be. 
A sequel, set decades after 
the first movie, is currently 
scheduled for release on 
January 12, 2018. Harrison 
Ford will be reprising his role, 
and the film will co-star Ryan 
Gosling and Robin Wright. 
Denis Villeneuve is set to 
direct, the original screenwriter 
Hampton Fancher will pen the 
script, and Ridley Scott will be 
returning in a producer role.
‘Blade Runner’: a retrospective
Feel the rhythms and energy of nature
 The future is noir
 Amelia Douglas Gallery to open new art exhibit in April
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 O E-Sports on ESPN?
 O Sport/Schmort: Medieval edition
 O Take me to the ballgame
And more!
Have an idea for a story? 
 sports@theotherpress.ca
It’s been a rough season for Vancouver’s ice-based sport’s 
team. As of printing the Ca-
nucks are near the bottom of the 
standings. They finished with the 
worst point total in more than 10 
seasons. It has finally become ev-
ident that the reign of the West-
ern Canadian giant is over. 
Perhaps it has finally come 
for the team to commit to a full 
rebuild. General Manager Jim 
Benning and President Trevor 
Linden have long avoided using 
the term to avoid season ticket 
sale repercussions, but it has 
been hard to deny that the team 
has be restructuring for a long-
time now. This season has just 
been the last piece of the mount-
ing evidence that the team needs 
to focus on the future more and 
more.  
Management can look to this 
offseason as a starting point. It 
will all start at the NHL Rookie 
Draft. With the Canucks per-
forming as poorly as they have, 
the team is headed towards a 
fairly high pick. With the newer 
format of the draft, every team, 
including the ailing Canucks 
team, has a shot of being able 
to pick first.  Should that occur, 
they will likely pick up the gem 
of this draft, Auston Matthews. 
Matthews could transition to a 
wing for the Canucks, who al-
ready have depth galore down 
the centre. Or he could be a huge 
bargaining chip in a blockbuster 
move. 
However, following that, 
comes free agency. While the 
draft is important for the deep fu-
ture of the team, the rush that is 
free agency is essential to how the 
team performs next year. 
The goaltending tandem of 
Jacob Markstrom and Ryan Mill-
er backstopped the Canucks to 
their worst finish in more than 
10 years. Miller has proven the 
critics correct this season with his 
less-than-stellar play. Those who 
had correlated his age to his de-
teriorating performance will now 
have a solid case with strong evi-
dence. However, he is still signed 
for one more season, with a fairly 
heavy $6-million cap hit. The 
Edmonton Oilers and Calgary 
Flames come to mind as buyers 
for Miller. Don’t expect him to 
go for much, his prime in the pro 
leagues has long passed.
But Miller could still serve 
his purpose as a mentor. Mark-
strom has been shaky this season, 
but has had moments of bril-
liance. There could be a future for 
the young goalie, as a starter, or 
a backup until prospect Thatch-
er Demko is deemed ready by 
management. Having once been 
one of the best at the job in the 
league, Miller could move to a 
more of a backup-mentor role for 
the younger talent. 
The team could also make a 
grab for some of the more premi-
um goalie talent on the market. 
Calgary Flames starter Jonas Hill-
er enters the free agency market 
with a rather low price tag. While 
his performance in the past has 
been award worthy, his play in 
the last couple of seasons have se-
verely lowered his value. In terms 
of cheap temporary talent, Hiller 
is as premium as they get. 
Defensively, the Canucks 
cannot argue the fact that they 
have been awful. While this can 
be attributed to some injury 
problems on the backline, the 
team has a big hole that they 
need to patch, and rather quickly. 
One of the big dramatic specta-
cles that featured the Canucks 
was their failure to move D man 
Dan Hamhuis at the trade dead-
line. With his contract ending 
this season, he has failed to 
impress fans and management. 
While it sucks to let him walk for 
nothing, that will probably hap-
pen this offseason. 
The team has plenty of tal-
ent to fill the hole that Hamhuis 
will leave. Matt Bartkowski and 
Yannick Weber are in need of a 
new contract as well. Look for the 
team to lock down Bartkowski 
with a multi-year deal and walk 
away from Weber, or sign him 
to a short-term deal if the price 
is right.  The free agency market 
has got several juicy defensemen 
on list, including but not limited 
to Kris Russell and Keith Yandle. 
Either elite D-man would be a 
strong replacement for Hamshu-
is and a big improvement from 
Weber. 
In terms of prospects, Anton 
Cederholm and Jordan Subban 
have had excellent seasons with 
their respective minor clubs. 
Look for them to challenge for a 
third-pairing roster spot. 
The forwards of this 
free-agency are the real meat and 
will be the story of this summer. 
Elite sharpshooter and Lightning 
captain Steven Stamkos is look-
ing like he is going to try the free 
market. While rumours place him 
with the Toronto Maple Leafs, 
look for the Canucks to try their 
luck. 
The Vancouver squad is likely 
to drop Radim Vrbata after his 
disappointing season saw him fall 
from playing on the first line to 
the third line. With his produc-
tion now gone, the team is look-
ing to add another big second 
line or potential first line scorer. 
It was thought earlier in the sea-
son that Jake Virtanen would be 
that addition, but the young gun 
has struggled in his first season 
with the team. Sven Baertschi 
has played well in every role for 
the team, and will likely get a pay 
raise not too long into the sum-
mer. Linden Vey and Emerson 
Etem are bigger questions for the 
team, as they could both be off 
of the team before the summer 
ends. With the free agency com-
ing up, that will likely be the case.
Both Kyle Okposo and Milan 
Lucic are entering the free agent 
market this summer. Okposo is 
a talented playmaker who can 
easily chip in 20 goals a season if 
he remains on the ice. Look for 
Canucks management to drive 
hard to acquire his services. Mi-
lan Lucic is not a likely pickup 
as he has expressed his desire to 
play for the Kings for the rest of 
his career, but if he does become 
available, the Vancouver native 
could be a fan favourite and a reli-
able 20 goals per season player. 
In terms of prospects, Brock 
Boeser and Ludwig Blomstrand 
look NHL-ready. Boeser could 
come in as a third or fourth-line 
centre, or play on the wing for 
the Canucks if he makes the fi-
nal cut. He’s coming off of a big 
college season where he had well 
over a point a game. Blomstrand 
is looking to be a talented all-
around talent, and is coming off 
a big season with nearly a point a 
game. A big winger with the game 
sense to boot, he could make the 
final roster as a third or fourth-
line winger. 
Time for change? 
 Canucks offseason look
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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I was browsing ESPN the other day in search of the latest use-
less drama in the world of sports, 
and to my surprise, the website 
had an “E-sports” section. I fond-
ly recalled a certain quote from 
the ESPN president, John Skip-
per, not more than two years ago 
from the Code/Media Series: New 
York conference. “[E-sport] is not 
a sport—it’s a competition… I’m 
interested in doing real sports.” 
Pretty strong words if I’m 
not mistaken. Yet there it was in 
full 1280p glory. A page of ESPN 
dedicated purely to the reporting 
and promotion of E-sports. So 
what changed? Well I can tell you 
it probably wasn’t that stubborn 
president. Maybe it was the fact 
that it’s now a multi-hundred 
million dollar industry. Perhaps 
it was the pressure from an ev-
er-growing audience that caused 
the sports giant to finally cave. 
Either way, it has happened, and 
the reaction has been promising. 
Sometimes, money is the 
answer. And it turns out the big-
wigs at ESPN know how to spend 
their money well. To spark their 
E-sports division, ESPN hired 
several big name writers and 
journalists within the E-sports 
community, and it paid off. ES-
PN’s E-sport social media account 
amassed a large number of fol-
lowers not too long after launch-
ing, and activity site spiked. 
Surprisingly enough, much 
of the resistance that E-sports 
had been previously met with 
was not present. This could do 
to a number of factors. Recently, 
certain prominent figures in sport 
have made significant invest-
ments into the world of E-sports. 
NBA standout Rick Fox stepped 
into the E-sport scene in a big 
way, by buying his way into the 
competition. MLB legends Alex 
Rodriguez and Jimmy Rollins, 
along with NBA legend Shaquille 
O’Neal, just recently invested in 
an E-sport team owned by Andy 
Miller and Mark Mastrov. Miller 
and Mastrov are also minori-
ty partners of the Sacramento 
Kings. 
All over the world of sports, 
E-sport is beginning to emerge as 
a viable investment for athletes. 
By associating big names with 
these budding organizations, 
it makes the transition for tra-
ditional sport to E-sport much 
easier. Hearing that a team that is 
co-owned by so many big names, 
popping up on your nightly sports 
recap makes it a lot easier to 
relate to than seeing “some kids 
playing video games.” 
Yahoo has also followed in 
the footsteps of ESPN, launching 
their own E-sports division short-
ly after ESPN launched theirs. 
While the support for Yahoo’s 
division has been lacklustre com-
pared to ESPN’s, the numbers are 
still there. 
The money is there. The sup-
port is there. The numbers have 
always been there. The world is 
finally ready for the E-sports in-
dustry.  
E-Sports on ESPN?
 Is the world ready?
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
Spring Training is over and opening day has passed, which 
means that the roster has been 
locked for the Blue Jays, and there 
are some big surprises. 
From the bullpen, the Jays 
have decided to shake it up this 
year. Drew Hutchinson has been 
demoted to the minor leagues to 
make room for newly acquired 
free agent J.A. Happ. His case 
wasn’t helped by a lacklustre 
spring training either. He won’t 
be gone for long though. Should 
any trouble occur in the bullpen 
this year, it’s likely that Hutchin-
son will get the call. 
Long-time veteran Steve 
Delabar was released by the team 
going into April to make room in 
the bullpen for new acquisitions. 
Jesse Chavez, acquired in Novem-
ber from the Oakland Athletics, 
was fighting for a spot on the 
starting rotation. With that job 
now claimed by the youngster 
Aaron Sanchez, Chavez has been 
pushed into the bullpen tempo-
rarily. Gavin Floyd, a value pickup 
from free agency, had a great 
spring training. He battled hard 
for Sanchez’s spot on the starting 
rotation but ultimately fell short, 
and is now back in the bullpen. 
New acquisition Arnold 
Leon, Rule 5 Draft pick up Joe Bi-
agini, and freshly signed Franklin 
Morales, make up the bulk of the 
relievers. Brett Cecil makes his 
return as a set-up pitcher. Along-
side him stands newly acquired 
Drew Storen, who looked like he 
could challenge for Roberto Os-
una’s role as closer. But challenge 
is all he really did, as Osuna still 
looked fantastic during spring 
training, and he rounds out the 
Blue Jays’ bullpen from the role 
of closer. 
While the bullpen looks 
strong, the same can’t be said 
about the starting rotation; 
“shaky” is a word one could use 
to describe it. Marcus Stroman 
heads the five-man team. R.A. 
Dickey, Happ, Sanchez, and an 
injured Marco Estrada follow 
him. Dickey will be hard-pressed 
to prove that he can still defy age 
and play past his prime. Happ 
is coming back to the Jays after 
being traded to Seattle and then 
being dealt to the Pittsburgh 
Pirates at the trade deadline. 
His time with the Mariners was 
soured by his poor performance, 
but he looked much better with 
the Pirates. Look for him to be 
put on a very short leash, as Floyd 
or Chavez can easily fill his place 
if he fails to perform. Sanchez 
had a fantastic offseason, and has 
a spot on the starting rotation 
as a result. The youngster will 
also be on a short leash, as his 
services in the bullpen would be 
a huge asset to the Jays if he can’t 
hold his form. Estrada, who just 
inked a two-year deal in the off-
season, will be looking to prove a 
point this year. His age is a little 
concerning, but if anything, he 
makes for a great bargaining chip 
come trade deadline. 
The infield for the Jays looks 
very similar to how it did last 
year. With Devon Travis out from 
shoulder surgery in the offseason, 
Ryan Goins has stepped up to fill 
the vacancy at second base. Pros-
pect Josh Thole has been brought 
into the Jays for veteran Russell 
Martin to mentor and teach, and 
serve as his backup. Darwin Bar-
ney had a strong spring training 
and has been brought into the 
team as the infield backup. 
The outfield yielded a singu-
lar surprise this offseason. Dalton 
Pompey is not on the opening 
roster. Pompey, who made his de-
but for the Jays last year, has been 
sent to the minors to work on his 
playing ability. Look for Kevin 
Pillar, Pompey’s replacement, to 
be put on a shorter leash, with 
Pompey in the wings. Bautista 
and Saunders round out the out-
field, which yields no further sur-
prises. Ezequiel Carrera finishes 
the lineup serving as the utility 
outfielder. 
This year’s rendition of the 
Blue Jay’s opening lineup has the 
offensive explosiveness that the 
team experienced last year. But 
the depth in the starting rotation 
is a real question, as they could go 
downhill very fast. Only time will 
tell what happens to this team, 
but I rule them as a fringe playoff 
contender. While I dream of a 
repeat, it isn’t looking too likely 
this year. 
Blue Jays final 25
 Some surprise faces and missing ones
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Many people seem to believe that learning languages is just something 
some people have a knack for, but the 
truth is, anyone can master more than one 
language. Of course, learning a foreign 
language is not an easy task, but it’s not 
as diﬃ  cult as many people think it is. Ruth 
Mandujano-Lopez, a language professor at 
Douglas College, says: “Everyone with the 
will to do it, can learn a language.”
Professor Mandujano-Lopez has been 
teaching at Douglas College since 2007, 
and has been teaching languages for 18 
years. She is ﬂ uent in Spanish, English, 
and French, semi-ﬂ uent in Portuguese, 
and knows basic German, Mandarin, and 
Nahuatl (which is an indigenous language 
from Central Mexico). “We owe it to our 
world,” she says, referring to the reason 
why everyone should learn a foreign 
language. “In a multicultural city such 
as Vancouver, we need to know who are 
those around us, where they come from, 
what they think, what they want, what 
they dream, what they regret. It is almost 
a duty to learn about the others and to 
share what we are and have so that we 
are able to work and live peacefully and 
respectfully in our communities.” This 
is, in fact, a persuasive reason that you 
should start learning another language 
now.
Probably the most important thing 
for a person to eﬀ ectively learn a foreign 
language is motivation. Without it, most 
people will inevitably give up and say 
that learning the language is too hard. 
So, really, the ﬁ rst thing you need to 
know is why you want to learn a foreign 
language. Just wanting to impress people 
is a weak reason, and you are likely to see 
yourself quit early on. However, if you are 
truly passionate about learning a foreign 
language, perhaps because you want to 
learn more about any particular culture 
or meet and be able to converse with 
native speakers, then you are more likely 
to succeed. As long as you are passionate, 
your reason can be as simple as you just 
enjoy learning languages.
Another really important piece of 
advice for students who want to learn a 
foreign language, says Mandujano-Lopez, 
is to be “open, receptive, and let yourself 
be captivated by what you are learning.” 
Learning a language doesn’t have to be a 
chore―it truly can be a very interesting 
experience. You just need to remain 
motivated and dedicate the appropriate 
time and hard work into it.
To remain motivated, it is quite 
helpful to set yourself a goal of how 
ﬂ uent you would like to become. Instead 
of just saying “I want to learn Spanish,” 
determine the level of Spanish that 
you would like to master. Having this 
concrete goal makes it easier to stay 
motivated. It also will keep you from 
feeling frustrated about never “knowing 
enough.” A good tool to use for this is 
the Common European Framework. It 
describes a leveling system that can help 
you measure your progress. It consists 
of six diﬀ erent levels: A1, A2, B1, B2, C1, 
and C2. Essentially, A is Beginner, B is 
Intermediate, and C is Advanced. This 
tool is invaluable for a language learner, 
because oﬃ  cially recognized institutions 
can test you to determine your level. You 
can even earn diplomas without needing 
to enroll this way. By using this as a guide 
to determine your language ﬂ uency, you 
can set concrete goals for yourself.
When you have these goals set, you 
can begin to learn whichever language 
you want to learn. You can learn several, 
in fact. “Once your mind has opened to 
the possibility of diﬀ erent structures, 
sounds, and cultural diﬀ erences, then you 
are hooked,” says Mandujano-Lopez. The 
key to truly being able to learn a foreign 
language lies in how immersed you are 
in it. Taking the courses that Douglas has 
to oﬀ er gives a great sense of structure, 
you can ﬁ nd aide from the professors, and 
meet other students who also want to 
learn a foreign language. If you are really 
passionate about learning a language, 
then you need to take measures to 
immerse yourself outside of the classroom 
as well. Going to another country is the 
easiest way to do this, but most of us 
don’t have the funds to be able to do 
that. Instead, you can immerse yourself at 
home. To do that, you need to incorporate 
the language you are learning into your 
daily life.
The fastest and most eﬀ ective way to 
do this is to speak it as often as possible. 
You might not be able to use proper 
sentences, or use appropriate vocabulary 
but when you speak or at least try to 
speak a language, your brain is able to 
memorize it much easier. A really useful 
way of doing this is to ﬁ nd a native 
speaker and ask for their help. If you don’t 
know any, then you can ﬁ nd one online 
who will Skype with you. There are a lot 
of people who wouldn’t mind speaking 
with you in exchange for help learning 
a language that you know. The native 
speaker can help you immensely with 
pronunciation, grammar, and vocabulary. 
Most importantly, when talking with a 
native speaker, don’t be afraid to make 
mistakes. That old saying, “You can’t learn 
to run until you’ve learned to walk,” is true 
here. So be brave. No one expects you to 
be ﬂ uent in the beginning.
Besides speaking the language, 
committing yourself to it includes reading, 
writing, and listening to it. To begin with, 
try memorizing 10 words per day. Place 
sticky notes as labels on items around the 
house. Instead of seeing a list on paper, 
seeing these items associated with each 
word will help you to learn them faster. 
When you have some basic vocabulary 
down, try reading children’s books and 
watching children’s cartoons in the 
language you are trying to learn. You’d 
be surprised at how eﬀ ectively these can 
help you learn. Watch movies dubbed in 
the language without subtitles, or if you 
must use subtitles, then use them in the 
language you are learning. Seeing the 
words visually on screen can help you pick 
up what is being said faster. You can also 
ﬁ nd songs you enjoy in the language and 
try to learn the lyrics. Lastly, try writing 
in the foreign language. Start oﬀ  with 
something as simple as a shopping list, 
and move on to writing full sentences 
and paragraphs about yourself. Doing this 
can also help you speak to your language 
partner by giving you topics to talk about. 
Mandujano-Lopez recommends also 
ﬁ nding other engaging materials, such 
as photos, crosswords, and vocabulary 
games. “There are so many engaging 
materials,” she says, “that it is hard to 
get bored… I always ﬁ nd in my language 
courses we laugh a lot and have a great 
time learning together.”
Lastly, it is important to make sure you 
practice every day. Allowing long spaces 
between sessions just leaves you having 
to go back over things you have already 
learned. If you don’t keep up with your 
lessons and fully commit, then you won’t 
be able to retain anything for long.
Learning a second language demands 
hard work, but is extremely rewarding. 
“Come and join one of our Spanish, 
Japanese, French, Chinese, and German 
classes!” Mandujano-Lopez encourages 
all. She remarks, “You won’t regret it, and 
you will learn a lot about the world around 
you and about yourself.” So commit to the 
task at hand and be patient with yourself. 
You can become multilingual and embrace 
our multicultural society. After all, we are 
global citizens now!
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mistakes. That old saying, “You can’t learn 
to run until you’ve learned to walk,” is true 
here. So be brave. No one expects you to 
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try memorizing 10 words per day. Place 
sticky notes as labels on items around the 
house. Instead of seeing a list on paper, 
seeing these items associated with each 
word will help you to learn them faster. 
When you have some basic vocabulary 
down, try reading children’s books and 
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be surprised at how eﬀ ectively these can 
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classes!” Mandujano-Lopez encourages 
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It was a beautiful day out at Whalley Park as the Douglas 
men’s baseball team kicked off 
the first of two games of the day 
in their four-game series against 
North division rivals Skagit Valley. 
They had played Skagit twice the 
day before going into Sunday’s 
matchup, with both those games 
being losses. The team looked 
to prove a point on Sunday. 
The first match proved to be 
a battle of the starting pitchers. 
The Royals’ Zach Campagne 
shone through six innings, 
only allowing four hits and one 
run. In comparision, Skagit’s 
pitcher allowed nine hits and 
two runs in six innings of play. 
One run was in the third, 
when a gorgeous swing granted 
outfielder Jacob Robazza a 
double, and allowed fellow 
outfielder Shoma Sasaki to score 
on the play. The second score 
came in the fourth inning. A 
sacrificial fly ball by infielder 
Matt Yee allowed fellow infielder 
Travis Ouellet to tag up at third 
and score on the play. However, 
that was all the good news 
the Royals had left in them.
Going into the seventh, 
things looked good for 
Campagne. Two hits, a wild pitch, 
and a run later, it was apparent 
that things had changed. Coach 
Cavanagh Whitely pulled his 
starter and put in reliever Brett 
Sakaki who tried to stop the 
bleeding, but fell short of the 
mark. A double, followed by a 
triple gave the visitors two more 
runs to make the score 4-2. A 
home run in the 8th inning would 
seal the Royals’ fate, and they 
would go on to lose the game 5-2.
After the game Whitely 
addressed the glaring issues with 
his squad, and they prepped to 
play the fourth and final game of 
the weekend. He also addressed 
his thoughts on the timing on 
his pull of Campagne. “We kind 
of sat back with the lead and 
hoped they would go away and 
they didn’t. Zach was on a pretty 
good roll, so we wanted to give 
him the seventh. But then he 
missed some pitches, and walked 
a guy, and fell behind on some 
baserunners. Looking back, it’s 
an easy one to look at and say 
‘yeah we probably should have 
got him out earlier’ but he was 
pitching so well to that point 
that we thought we would give 
him a chance to get through the 
lineup again.” Campagne would 
finish the game with six hits, 
three runs—all of them earned—
two walks, and six strikeouts. 
The second game of the 
day was played under much 
different circumstances, as 
the weather took a turn for 
the worse. While the rain 
held out, the wind did not. 
The play also unfolded much 
differently as well. The Royals 
got on the scoreboard early, 
scoring two runs in the first 
inning off of three hits. Catcher 
Daniel Keck scored on infielder 
Shane Wlodarczak’s double, and 
Robazza scored on Ouellet’s, 4-3. 
Skagit was quick to answer, 
as they scored a run in the 
following inning on an error 
by pitcher Cole Russell. They 
continued to claw back in the 
fourth, scoring a run on a number 
of errors by the Royals. Weary 
of another comeback, infielder 
Matt Whitehead scored a run for 
the Royals off of a Yee single. 
Russell, who had placed 
excellently for the Royals, like 
his teammate Zach, struggled 
in the seventh. Three hits, one 
run, and a wild pitch would 
end Russell’s night, as Whitely 
yanked him before the lead 
could be lost. Russell ended 
the game with five hits, three 
runs—two of them earned—two 
walks, and seven strikeouts.  
Veteran Calvin Sandhu was 
called upon to close the game 
out, but his recovery from an 
oblique injury was evident as he 
struggled to finish. He finished 
the seventh inning for the Royals, 
before walking a player in the 8th 
and getting pulled by Whitely. 
The Royals would add 
two scores in that timeframe. 
One from Ouellet off of a wild 
pitch, and the other from Ethan 
Fox off Daniel Keck’s double. 
Matt Courneya would get the 
call to close the game out for 
the Royals, and he made no 
mistakes, striking out two in 
two inning, with no hits or runs, 
to end the game.  The win was 
awarded to Russell with the save 
being credited to Courneya. 
The win gives the Royals 
their first win of the season, as 
they advance to 1-3 on the year. 
After the game Whitely spoke 
about his hopes and expectations 
for the team. “We’ve got a young 
group with a lot of new faces. As 
a young group, there’s a learning 
curve. I think if we learn some 
good lessons, that this will be 
a push in the right direction.” 
Take me to the ballgame
 Men’s baseball opens season 1-3Sport/Schmort:  
Medieval 
sports edition
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
 Do sports played a thousand years ago 
still count as sports?
Davie Wong
Sports Editor
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Sports of centuries long past generally served an 
important purpose in feudalistic 
society: namely, to show off 
one’s talent at killing people. 
Tournaments focused on events 
such as archery, swordplay, and 
jousting—sports that begged 
bruises and broken bones and 
often left the losing side with a 
permanent case of being dead. 
These days, however, killing 
one’s opponent is generally 
frowned upon. With that in 
mind, do these “sports” still 
count as sports, or are they 
nothing more than theatrics?
1.  Jousting
The rules of jousting have 
changed over the course of the 
millennium, as battered corpses 
now tend to put a damper on 
sporting events rather than 
bring a round of good cheer. 
Most often what you’ll see re-
enacted at Renaissance Fairs 
is “Theatrical Jousting,” a pre-
choreographed event with 
a loser and a winner already 
decided. Given that this is the 
case, does this really count as a 
sport anymore?
One might argue that the 
designation of “sport” doesn’t 
necessarily lie in the presence 
or absence of winners and 
losers, but in the physical 
skill necessary to partake in it. 
Especially in pre-choreographed 
events, enormous amounts of 
skill as an equestrian, a lancer, 
and a performer are necessary to 
not only avoid murdering your 
opponent, but to put on a good 
show while not murdering your 
opponent. It’s theatrics, yes, but 
it’s also stunt work, a grueling 
vocation already without 
bringing horses into play.
As well, there are still 
jousters who prefer to compete 
the old fashioned way: in full 
armour, with real lances, and 
a true intent to unseat one’s 
opponents. The appeal behind 
bashing other people with 
large weapons hasn’t entirely 
been worked out of our species’ 
system, it would appear. 
Verdict: Still a sport.
2.  Swordplay
Like with jousting, injuries 
and fatalities were far from 
uncommon during tournament 
sword events. Medieval 
swordplay was not the carefully 
regulated fencing we see at 
the Olympic Games today. 
Longswords are not foils, and 
your best chance of winning 
against an opponent in combat 
lies less in fine skill and more in 
blunt force.
That being said, it is far 
harder to kill someone by 
accident during swordplay 
than it is jousting, as far fewer 
horses are involved (generally). 
This means, of course, that 
combatants can try that much 
harder to murder each other 
with far less dire consequences. 
As previously stated, in a real 
fight, blunt force would likely 
win out over fancy tricks and 
fine manoeuvring; however, 
getting ahead in tournament 
combat does require hours of 
training and dedication to the 
craft, even today. Longswords 
are extremely heavy—combine 
weightlifting with cardio, and 
throw in the ability to do this 
in full armour often under hot, 
sunny conditions. Certainly not 
for the faint of heart, nor the 
noodly-armed.
Verdict: Still a sport.
3.  Archery
If ye had the chance te 
change yer fate... would you 
be able to propel a sharpened 
stick about a hundred yards into 
a bullseye using nothing but 
another stick and a string?
Archery these days looks 
quite a bit different from how 
it was practiced by those in 
medieval tournaments long 
ago. Recreational recurve bows 
seem far more complicated than 
the longbows of Robin Hood’s 
time, and reloadable crossbows 
are certainly more popular for 
hunting game. However, much 
of the skill set involved is the 
same: the ability to fully draw 
a bow, to aim true, and to not 
strike any spectators with a wild 
shot.
 If professional dart 
tournaments exist under the 
“sports” umbrella, then archery 
is absolutely worthy as well. 
It also helps that archery is 
considered an Olympic level 
sport.
Verdict: Still a sport.
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It is now the end of the semester. Undoubtedly, there 
will be several of us who have 
left all of their studying until 
the last minute. You figured 
you had plenty of time to get 
to the material, but suddenly 
looked at the calendar and 
realized that exams are starting 
already. So what do you do?
The most important thing for 
you to remember is not to panic. 
If you panic, you won’t be able 
to make up any lost time. Now, 
you need to focus on cramming 
as effectively as you can.
Secondly, don’t lose hope. 
If you despair and wail that you 
are going to fail the exam, then 
you will. Try to think positively, 
but don’t be unrealistic. You 
most likely won’t be getting 
an A on your test, but you can 
probably still pass. As Will 
Rogers said, “The best way out 
of a difficulty is through it.”
First, you need to pick and 
choose what material to work 
on. You won’t have time to study 
everything before the exam, so 
you want to try and study the 
things that will give you the most 
marks. Look at the course outline, 
and try to remember anything 
that the professor emphasized. 
Make note of these things. If 
there is something that you find 
very difficult, you might have 
to skip it to go through more 
important material. Likewise, 
if you know something really 
well, only briefly review it and 
then move on to something else. 
There’s no point in spending a lot 
of time on something that you 
already know, or wasting time and 
energy focusing of stuff you won’t 
have time to fully understand.
After you have determined 
what the most important things 
for you to learn are, then you 
need to give yourself a schedule. 
Remember to include breaks, 
because while doing a 12-hour 
marathon of studying might 
seem necessary, without giving 
your brain enough breaks you 
won’t be able to retain much of 
the information. Once you have 
set up your schedule, stick to it!
Then, during your cram 
sessions, be proactive. Don’t 
just read the textbook: make 
flashcards, draw mind maps 
answer practice questions, create 
mnemonics, write things out 
repeatedly. What is key here 
is repetition. You want to drill 
those concepts into your brain 
as quickly as possible. Taking 
an active approach to your 
studying will help immensely.
Finally, the night before the 
exam, get enough sleep. Pulling 
an all-nighter may seem the way 
to go, but even if you think you 
will be okay for the exam, not 
getting enough sleep will really 
hinder your ability to effectively 
recall the material. You need a 
well-rested brain to remember 
everything you’ve crammed. 
If you don’t get enough rest, 
your results will plummet.
When you’ve finally 
finished the exam, relax. If 
you were committed in your 
cramming, then there is hope 
for you. Now make a pledge to 
yourself that you will never do 
this again. Everyone has the 
potential to get As. Why waste 
that potential because you leave 
everything to the last minute?
Quick exam cramming tips
 How to gain the most out of the least amount of time
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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There are hundreds of different language learning 
tools to help aspiring multi-
linguists. But you don’t need 
to spend hundreds of dollars 
on courses and programs to 
be able to effectively learn 
a language. The following 
are some very useful tools 
that you can use to help you 
learn a foreign language 
without breaking your bank:
1. A dictionary. The most 
important tool you will 
have while you are learn-
ing a foreign language 
is a dictionary. You can 
use either a solid form 
in a book, or use an elec-
tronic one. Whichever 
format you choose, take 
it everywhere with you. 
2. Anki. Anki is a free soft-
ware program that you 
can use on your comput-
er or as an app on your 
mobile device. Basically 
electronic flashcards, the 
program is very popular 
among language learn-
ers. You can create your 
own deck, or you can 
download a previous-
ly-made one that some-
one else has shared. 
3. Duolingo. Another free 
software that you can 
find online or on An-
droid and iOS. Duolingo 
acts like a game, giving 
you experience points 
as you learn words and 
complete lessons. It is 
very easy to use and 
makes learning fun. 
4. iTalki. This is a great 
website where you can 
find other people to talk 
with, such as teachers 
and native-speakers. Be-
cause talking with some-
one is one of the most 
effective ways to learn a 
foreign language, iTalki 
is an invaluable tool. 
5. Memrise. Also a web-
site and app for iOS and 
Android, Memrise is an-
other game-like learning 
tool. It measures your 
progress, and the courses 
use tools such as images 
and mind tricks to help 
you learn vocabulary and 
phrases. 
6. Omniglot.com. This 
website has an ency-
clopedia for writing 
systems of the world. It 
also offers useful tips on 
learning languages and 
lists of words in count-
less different languages.
Listed: Six 
useful language 
learning tools
 Free websites and apps to help you 
learn a foreign language
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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The popularity of high-end makeup has risen over the 
last couple of years, but many 
people still don’t know quite 
how to approach it. Up until two 
months ago, I was one of those 
people. Sephora always seemed 
too crowded and too expensive 
for me. I walked into one once 
last summer, took a look at the 
eyeliners, and quickly concluded 
that one was not worth $25. 
I decided to stay to drug 
store makeup, although I became 
quickly frustrated with it. Sure, 
it’s inexpensive, but many of the 
items just don’t quite do it right. 
My then-favorite eyeliner and 
eyeshadow couldn’t make it 
more than eight hours, and 
my foundation would melt off 
no matter how much powder 
I put on it to set it in place. 
I didn’t think about Sephora 
again until a friend of mine got 
me a gift card for my birthday. 
I figured I’d go in and get some 
essentials. On my first real trip 
to Sephora I invested in some 
primer, some green concealer to 
cover my acne, and a highlight/
contouring duo stick. Since it 
was shortly after my birthday 
they signed me up for their 
free rewards card and threw 
in a birthday gift (this year’s 
is a rose petal facial mask and 
a soy makeup cleanser.) That 
haul cost me about $65. 
I applied these all on my 
face the next day and I fell in 
love. My face had only ever been 
so radiant when a make-up 
artist had done my makeup. 
I’ve been hooked ever since, 
and have been slowly replacing 
my drug store collection with 
higher-end brands. However, 
spending hundreds on 
makeup isn’t always feasible 
for me, so I needed to make 
what I bought worthwhile. 
There are so many pros and 
cons when it comes to shopping 
for high-end. For one, budget 
how much you can spend. You 
don’t want to go bankrupt for the 
sake of beauty. How much can 
you afford to spend at Sephora 
or MAC? Are there some drug 
store products that work really 
well for you that you can forego 
the more expensive item for? 
In my case, I don’t buy eyeliner 
at Sephora because I find that 
Revlon’s liquid liner stays all day. 
On that note, experiment 
with a mix of drug store and high-
end products. After buying my 
Tease palette by Tarte, I find that 
my Elf palette just doesn’t do the 
trick for me anymore. However, 
I still love my Covergirl powder. 
With the increasing popularity of 
these high-end brands also come 
some pretty great dupes. Be sure 
to look at the ingredients used 
in these products, since some 
are made with chemicals that 
are bad for your skin’s health.
When you do make the 
splurge on high-end makeup, 
try sticking with items more 
difficult to find in drug stores. 
Up until recently—when NYX 
started putting out their colour 
correcting concealer—Sephora’s 
house brand or Urban Decay was 
the best and unrivaled bet for 
redness and dullness coverage. 
I also still find that contouring 
sticks and kits from Sephora are 
miles better than anything I’ve 
ever used from the drug store.
Use items that will make 
your beauty investments last. 
Get a setting spray. By far, Urban 
Decay’s setting spray has been 
a god-send to me, but NYX also 
provides one. If you’re going to 
be extra active that day, try using 
hairspray on your face as well.
Lastly, consider your ethics 
when shopping for makeup. 
Unfortunately, many drug store 
brands test on animals, along 
with MAC. However, most 
high-end and some drug store 
brands pride themselves on 
being cruelty-free, and some are 
even organic. Make an informed 
decision before buying.
Highs and lows of high-end
Now, we all know that, though the weekends away 
are often a blast, preparing for 
them is frustrating and awful. 
I mean seriously, what do you 
bring? You have to have a little 
of everything in your closet so 
that you’re prepared for any 
situation. I can’t tell you the 
number of times I’ve either 
over-packed, in an effort to 
be up for any challenged, or 
under-packed because I tried to 
narrow it down to the essentials 
after memories of lugging 
a giant bag around with me 
haunted my dreams. A lot of 
magazines and YouTube videos 
will tell you to only bring the 
essentials, but that’s misleading 
and wrong. After all, this is 
supposed to be your vacation/
weekend away, not boot camp!
The first thing you need 
to do is pick a time to pack. 
When you pack can be just as 
important as what you pack, 
because you need to be relaxed. 
Stress packing is a bad idea; 
you’ll end up over-packing and 
bringing along things that will 
force you to question not only 
your choices in life, but also your 
sanity. No joke—I once packed 
a flat iron for a camping trip 
where I knew we wouldn’t have 
electricity. Setting aside a good 
amount of time will ensure that 
you can logically think about 
all the things you might need.
Next, you’ll want to consider 
clothes, because those are kind 
of important. Plan out and pack 
an outfit for each day, underwear 
and accessories included. You 
won’t necessarily have to wear 
these outfits—sometimes you 
just feel like wearing the same 
thing twice, or wearing things 
in a different combination than 
what you considered when you 
were packing—but having the 
outfits somewhat planned out 
will ensure that you have enough 
clothes. Throw in an extra pair of 
pants, and an extra skirt or pair 
of shorts. We live in the Lower 
Mainland; weather can change at 
the drop of a hat, not to mention 
all the other disastrous things 
that could happen on your 
journey of fun—busted seams, 
anyone? Having extra is a good 
idea, just don’t go overboard.
Lastly, when you pack 
your toiletries, be frugal. This 
is when you want to be a little 
more discerning on what you 
bring. Bring everything you 
would use over a three-day 
period. Even if your trip is 
longer or shorter than three 
days, following this rule will 
ensure you have everything 
you need, while also saving you 
some space. Don’t pack things 
you “might” use, only the things 
you know you will, and if you’re 
bringing makeup, don’t take the 
expensive stuff unless it’s part 
of your daily/three-day routine. 
The last thing you want is to 
lose that new MAC lipstick to 
the recesses of your rental car!
Packing tips
 How to get the most out of the least amount of cargo room
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 Deciding whether or not high-end makeup is for you
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
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As a practicing pescatarian (someone who doesn’t 
eat meat except for seafood) 
it isn’t often I say this, but 
I’m in love with a burger.
Last February saw the 
opening of the Storm Crow 
Alehouse, the larger, more 
accessible sister restaurant 
to much beloved nerd-bar 
the Storm Crow Tavern. 
Everyone flocked to experience 
the welcoming as well as 
nostalgic ambience, and try 
out the themed cocktails and 
ridiculously-titled food. All in 
all, the new restaurant was met 
with some high praise, but that’s 
not what I wanted to talk about.
The Alehouse needed its 
own thing, something to set it 
apart from its predecessor. Enter 
the Dungeon Burger—a build-
your-own style masterpiece 
that can all be decided with a 
few rolls of a D20. The concept 
is pretty simple: the waitress 
gives you a sheet of various 
instructions that list different 
types of buns, toppings, elite 
toppings, sauces, and sides, and 
you roll a dice to determine what 
will be on your burger. Now you 
could just select your toppings, 
but where’s the fun in that?
Now for me, because I 
don’t eat meat besides fish, I 
didn’t hold out much hope. 
Most of the time vegetarian/
pescatarian friendly options 
for burgers at restaurants are 
incredibly gross. You end up 
munching on some sort of 
salty, squishy sponge while your 
friends all discuss how good it 
is to be a carnivore. It can be a 
lonely and sad existence to have 
moral standards—cue overused 
heavenly choir sound bite.
Needless to say, I was 
pleasantly surprised when the 
sheet came and there were 
actually quite a few patty 
options I could have. The one 
that caught my eye was the 
Portobello mushroom—mostly 
because when I have a “burger” 
at home, that’s what I make 
myself. Cut the top of a decent 
size Portobello mushroom, grill 
it, and use that between two 
buns—it’s delicious. So I cheated 
a bit, and marked that down 
instead of actually rolling for it. 
In the end I ended up 
with a really strange combo 
that included an egg, marble 
cheese, sriracha, ketchup, 
some form of greenery, and 
a Caesar salad—but I will 
tell you now, it was probably 
the best burger I ever ate. 
At the end, you’re treated to 
another piece of fun. Depending 
on what you rolled for your 
burger’s “alignment” (it’s a 
D&D thing), you get a trading 
card featuring art by local 
artist Noah Stacey depicting 
a characterization of an epic 
burger of that same alignment. 
For me, I rolled “Lawful Good” 
so I ended up with the Burger 
Paladin—complete with horse. 
It’s something small, but it’s 
a nice little keepsake, and I 
always love to see it when 
businesses support local artists.
All in all, it was a really 
positive experience (unlike 
most of my attempts at finding 
a go-to burger joint), one I 
look forward to repeating and 
encourage everyone to try.
It’s finally April: the sun is shining, the flowers are 
blooming, and thanks to global 
warming, the days have been 
warmer than ever. To students, 
this change in the weather can 
only mean one thing: exams are 
coming. 
School stress can have an 
enormously destructive effect 
on the body, causing migraines, 
insomnia, anxiety, and even heart 
problems if left unmanaged. 
Obviously, if one is not sleeping 
well, feeling well, or pumping 
blood throughout their body 
well, they are in no shape to be 
performing their best on the 
exams that are causing the stress 
in the first place. Though it may 
be hard to see a world beyond 
exams and final papers, the 
importance of self-care at this 
time cannot be understated.
With that in mind, here’s a 
short list of ways to practice self-
care during this busy time. 
1. Get proper sleep
I am, personally, the worst, 
most hideous hypocrite for 
even writing this, but it’s true: 
after a certain amount of time 
without sleep, your brain starts 
to function at the same capacity 
as someone with more than 
a few shots of vodka in their 
system. Unless you feel confident 
performing with half a mickey 
of liquor on your stomach, you’re 
going to want to make sure you 
clock in those eight hours, at 
least. Studies have also shown 
that you tend to remember 
material better after sleeping on 
it, so it’s better to study what you 
can in the time you have and set 
aside the night for sleeping. No 
coffee, no matter how enormous, 
can replace the good a night’s 
sleep will do you. 
2. Eat well
It doesn’t have to be a 
gourmet, five-course meal; 
however, when exams are on the 
mind, an upset stomach due to 
malnutrition is the last thing 
you want to deal with. Studying 
especially can lead to bad food 
choices—it’s not uncommon 
for me to demolish an entire 
family-sized bag of salt and 
vinegar chips when reviewing 
notes, for example, and I always 
regret it afterwards. Keep your 
study-snacks healthy and light. 
Different foods can help you 
accomplish different goals, as 
well. For example, if you haven’t 
been sleeping well and need 
a boost of energy, fruits and 
proteins are the way to go. If exam 
stress is keeping you awake, warm 
soups and heavy breads can send 
you to sleep quickly so you can 
get the rest you need to perform 
well.  
3. Take plenty of breaks
It’s far too easy to get into an 
“all-or-nothing” attitude when 
it comes to studying and final 
papers. Often, however, this 
leads to procrastination and 
brain blockages as the tasks 
ahead begin to seem much more 
daunting than they really are. By 
breaking your projects, papers, 
and studying into easy-to-manage 
portions, you stand a much better 
chance of completing your goals. 
Between these chunks of work, 
give yourself some time off to 
recover. Go for a walk, watch an 
episode of your favourite show, 
take a nap—whatever you need 
to do. You’ll feel much better 
about working if you have a break 
to look forward to, and you’ll 
feel much better taking breaks 
knowing that you’re getting 
things done.  
4. Keep clean
Another thing that tends to 
fall by the wayside during the 
stress of exam season is hygiene. 
Believe me, no one is judging—
we’ve all had weeks where we’ve 
had to stuff three-day-old hair 
under a ball cap and mutter “good 
enough,” before going out to face 
the world. However, it’s hard to 
stay motivated when you’re in 
your pyjamas and surrounded by 
an ever-growing pile of empty 
coffee mugs and snack bags. Even 
taking half an hour to shower 
and put yourself back together 
again can give you a whole new 
perspective to work with for when 
you get back to studying.  
5. Keep in touch
Isolation helps no one, and 
most of us need a certain amount 
of human contact to stay happy, 
healthy, and sane. Take a few 
minutes to text a friend, call your 
parental figure, or even just to 
hug your cat. Knowing you’re 
not alone in this can give you 
the emotional drive you need to 
survive the next month. 
And remember, if you’re ever 
feeling overwhelmed, Douglas 
College offers free counseling to 
students to help deal specifically 
with school and exam stress. 
Drink some tea, give yourself a 
break, and take care of yourself 
this exam season. You’ll perform 
better, and feel much better, if 
you do.
Self-care for students
Rebecca Peterson
Staff Writer
 Storm Crow Alehouse sets itself apart
The Dungeon Burger
Brittney MacDonald
Life and Style Editor
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 Take care of yourself as well as your grades
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When I initially followed the Jian Ghomeshi case, it was 
with a half-hearted interest. The 
details of the trial were trivial to 
me, and I tried to stay agnostic 
on the whole thing since it was 
just another sensationalized 
headline. Seeing the judgement 
peaked my interest, and I 
dove into the “how and why” 
of Ghomeshi’s acquittal.
To rephrase what I had 
read, the judge decided that 
Ghomeshi was innocent because 
the testimonies of the women—
the victims—were riddled with 
contradictions. Although some 
accounts tried to describe Judge 
William B. Horkins as “anti-
woman,” more reliable sources 
really did demonstrate the nature 
of the contradictions, and that 
they were actually quite severe. 
The complaint of Lucy 
DeCoutere, who described her 
relationship with Ghomeshi 
as playful and flirtatious, is as 
follows: “suddenly, out of the 
blue, [Ghomeshi] kissed her. 
Ms. DeCoutere described how 
Mr. Ghomeshi put his hand 
onto her throat and forcefully 
pushed her to the wall, choking 
her and slapping her in the face. 
She was shocked, surprised, 
and bewildered. She tried 
to remain calm and act as if 
nothing unusual had happened. 
She stayed a while longer. 
They listened to music and he 
played his guitar. Then, with 
a kiss good night, she left.” 
She described her emotions 
later on as fear towards Ghomeshi 
and an unwillingness to talk 
to him, yet during the cross-
examination she had been found 
to have gone to Banff with him 
later on, seemingly continuing 
the relationship. Another witness, 
who originally claimed that she 
wanted nothing to do with him 
after the way he choked her, 
was found to have sent several 
emails to him, including one 
with an attached bikini picture 
of herself, and another email 
saying, “I love your hands.” 
That evidence is damning. 
If DeCoutere had told more 
from the beginning, then it truly 
would have been incriminating 
evidence against Ghomeshi. 
But her testimony—and the 
other witness’s testimonies —
gave an account of events that 
proved to be blatantly false. 
That damnation of evidence 
is something that I understand. 
The court system’s function is to 
find the truth and convict when 
proof beyond reasonable doubt 
presents itself. Inconsistencies 
such as these do not fit into 
that, but after 10 years of silence, 
inconsistencies like these are 
almost guaranteed. That doesn’t 
give the A-OK in court, though. 
However, the way that 
these women were made out 
to be “deceptive” rather than 
“distraught” is reprehensible. 
The former inspires images of 
manipulators and con artists, 
while the latter describes the 
emotionally damaged nature 
of a sexual assault victim. Both 
create bias, either affirming 
that the assault did or didn’t 
happen and then chocking up 
the inconsistencies to that. If 
the court wants to seek the truth 
and the whole truth, then it 
should do away with adjectives 
such as these altogether. 
The hardest part is knowing 
that these women did the 
hardest thing that anyone in 
their positions could do. They 
came forward, went public, 
and placed themselves under 
scrutiny over their every action. 
Harder still is thinking about the 
women I know in my life who 
have been sexually assaulted. 
How many of them have come 
forward? Not many. Is this why? 
The injustice isn’t that 
Ghomeshi was found not guilty 
of all charges. His acquittal 
isn’t nearly as important as the 
slander and ordeal that these 
women went through. This sends 
a message to women everywhere 
loud and clear: don’t come 
forward. It’s not a good message 
to be sending to a progressive 
country desperate for change 
and genuinely-equal rights.
 Jian Ghomeshi’s acquittal was the right thing to do—but sends the wrong message to the world
In light of the Ghomeshi case
Jamal Al-Bayaa 
Staff Writer
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While we use technology to do our bidding, we 
don’t always feel that we have 
supremacy over it. More often 
than not, we feel dependent 
on the computers, appliances, 
and mechanics that help our 
every day run smoothly. So, 
when there is a chance for 
us to show our dominance 
over technology, we take it. 
As humans, we like to 
feel smart, and we often do 
that through our ability to 
persuade and influence. If we 
can make someone agree with 
us, we feel more intelligent. If 
we can change the way a robot 
thinks—reprogram it—we 
become gods indirectly. That is 
something every person wants to 
do. When it comes to the latest 
Microsoft intelligent bot, Tay, 
that is exactly what people did. 
I have some experience 
chatting with artificial 
intelligence and other automated 
programs. My most prevalent 
memory of talking to a robot 
was on MSN Messenger—
back in the days—when I 
would have long-winded 
conversations with a chatbot 
named SmarterChild. Now, I 
wasn’t having deep introspective 
talks with SmarterChild. I was 
trying to outsmart it. I’d lead 
it this way and that, trying to 
make it say something offensive 
or asinine. Trying to outwit 
a robot that claims to be a 
“smarter child” was surprisingly 
a lot of fun. It was a puzzle.
When the programmers 
at Microsoft built Tay, they 
probably thought it would 
have more practical uses. It 
was designed to mimic the 
personality of a 19-year-old 
girl. Microsoft wanted Tay to 
be a robot that could genuinely 
engage in conversations. 
However, without the ability 
to understand what she was 
actually copying, she had no idea 
that she was being manipulated 
by a bunch of Internet trolls. 
She was being lied to and didn’t 
even know it. Because of this, 
she was shut down after a day 
of her adapting to and spouting 
offensive things over Twitter.
I believe we are all holding 
back some offensive thoughts in 
our head. Like a dam, we keep 
these thoughts from bursting 
through our mouths in day-
to-day life. On the Internet we 
can let these vulgar thoughts 
flow. When we know that the 
recipient of our thoughts is a 
robot with no real emotion, we 
can let the dam burst. There 
is no real repercussion. 
In high school, I had 
a pocket-sized computer 
dictionary that translated 
English into Chinese and vice 
versa. This dictionary had an 
audio feature that pronounced 
words for you to hear. Obviously 
what we made the dictionary 
say was all the words we weren’t 
allow saying in school. I’m sure 
you can imagine a few funny 
ones. That is the same as what 
people do with bots. To prove 
that the AI is not as smart as us, 
we make it do what we don’t. At 
the moment, I don’t believe the 
general public is sophisticated 
enough to handle artificial 
intelligence in any form. 
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 What Microsoft’s bot, Tay, really says about us
We are only as smart as our AI 
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
issue 27 // volume 42 opinions // no. 19
Recently, there have been a lot of critics against 
the popular youthful form of 
travelling known as backpacking. 
What people are saying is 
that backpacking no longer 
represents what it once did, when 
it came into prominence in the 
1970s during the “hippy trail,” 
when hippies traveled across 
Asia and Europe in search of… 
themselves. Backpacking is now 
as much a part of conventional 
tourism as all-inclusive resorts 
and walking tours. It’s not an 
independent experience, but 
rather an experience composed 
by those who run businesses 
around tourism. Nevertheless, 
you should still try it. 
Let’s be honest: no matter 
what we do, we cannot get 
the same experience as those 
hippies in the 70s. We cannot 
have Woodstock, no matter how 
many music festivals we go to. 
We cannot experience the thrill 
of special effects, no matter how 
many Star Wars movies we make. 
And we cannot expect the world 
to revert to a time when tourism 
was as new as virtual reality is 
today. All we can do is set off 
and have our own experiences, 
even if they are tailored for us. 
The tourism industry is huge 
in countries where the hippy trail 
originated. Today, it supports 
the livelihood of millions of 
people in regions where earning 
a living is not always easy. Even 
though backpackers are known 
for their thrifty form of traveling, 
the locals recognize that an 
American dollar can go a long 
way in a place like Cambodia or 
Myanmar. So they want you to 
spend as much as possible. They 
don’t care about the genuine 
backpacking experience. They 
want you to buy. The genuine 
backpacking experience, to 
them, must sounds like the most 
pretentious piece of bullshit. Just 
go to their country and have fun. 
Travelling is a great 
way to gain a perspective in 
the world. It’s a good way 
to learn independence and 
communication skills. However, 
I don’t believe going on a trip will 
change a person significantly. 
The old cliché of finding 
yourself in India or having 
an Eat, Pray, Love moment is 
something that doesn’t change 
who you are when you return 
home, even if you want it so 
much that it seems to exist in 
your mind. So to say that your 
backpacking experience is less 
because you planned everything 
on Expedia is a terrible way to 
look at travelling in general. 
Backpacking sounds like a 
lot of fun, but it is also a rigorous 
and sometimes frustrating 
experience. There are brief 
moments of spirituality now and 
then, but those moments can 
occur in your apartment condo 
as well. So go backpacking, 
and don’t think about all the 
baggage that the travelling style 
carries with it. Go with the flow 
of the journey. If that means 
taking a flight instead of a bus, 
do it. If that means going on a 
tour instead of venturing alone, 
do it. If that means staying in 
a hotel for a few days instead 
of a hostel, do it. It’s your trip; 
there doesn’t have to be rules.
 Backpacking is a commercialized form of traveling, but that’s okay
You don’t need a tour—just go! 
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
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Since Justin Trudeau became the prime minister of 
Canada, the Liberal Party 
fulfilled some of the promises 
that they made during the 
federal election last year. Now, 
the rest of those promises are 
a reality in a highly anticipated 
federal budget speech that a 
lot of people have been waiting 
to hear. The federal budget 
speech this year is Minister of 
Finance Bill Morneau’s first. 
The speech began with 
Morneau introducing the 
Canada Child Benefit, which will 
help parents pay for anything 
that will help their child. 
Depending on income and the 
age of the children, parents will 
receive up to  $6,400 tax-free 
per child every year beginning 
in July. Morneau said that the 
benefit “will lift hundreds 
of thousands of children up 
from poverty.” The benefit is 
great because it will give more 
money to parents to help 
them pay for the essentials.
Next, Morneau announced 
that they will fund $120 billion in 
infrastructure projects, including 
providing affordable housing, 
building green infrastructure 
systems, and improving public 
transit. This means that there 
will be more funding for the 
transit system in the Lower 
Mainland, and there will be 
more bus services in the future. 
Also, Canada Student Grants is 
being increased by 50 per cent 
to help students prepare for 
the future, and 35,000 summer 
jobs are being given to youth. 
The biggest announcement 
in the speech is that they will 
fund $1.9 billion into the arts, 
including more funding for CBC, 
which is important in Canadian 
arts. With more funding for 
CBC, hopefully, they will bring 
back Royal Canadian Air Farce 
and Hockey Night in Canada.
Also, Morneau announced 
that there will be more funding 
in the health care system. They 
also reversed the changes that 
were made to veteran services 
by the previous Conservative 
government led by Stephen 
Harper, including the reopening 
of various veteran services 
offices, which will allow veterans 
to get help when they need it. 
Finally, Morneau announced 
that they will invest $8.4 
billion to improve the lives of 
indigenous people and end the 
boil water advisories in some 
cities. This will improve their 
neighbourhoods and help them 
be part of the rest of the country. 
Throughout the speech, 
Morneau was very positive when 
he announced the things they 
will do. The phrases “middle 
class” and “real change” were 
used, because Trudeau’s 
government is focused on 
helping the middle class.
After the speech, the 
opposition parties reacted. 
Lisa Rait, a Conservative MP, 
said that the budget will not 
help the middle class. This is 
not true, because it will give 
more money to the middle 
class. The NDP said that the 
funding of the budget is not 
the same as the funding in 
the Liberal Party’s election 
platform, which was likely to 
happen because Morneau did 
pre-budget consultations before 
the speech, and the amount of 
money that will be funded in 
the budget will likely change. 
The federal budget speech has 
a lot of great things that prove 
that: “better is always possible.”
The speech tells us that ‘better is possible’
 Thoughts on the federal budget  
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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When it comes to painting, I enjoy seeing 
a piece of work that skillfully 
incorporates the full range 
of the colour spectrum. 
However, when it comes to 
homework assignments, 
receiving a marked page with 
two, three, four different 
colours in not only disarming, 
but also a bit confusing. 
In an effort to soften the 
“aggressive” tone of criticism, 
teachers in Europe and North 
America have been testing 
out a new form of marking, 
where different colour pens are 
used to classify different types 
of feedback. For example, a 
green marking can represent 
grammar error, purple can 
represent inaccuracy, and blue 
can represent misspelling. 
This technique is coined 
“rainbow marking.” 
While it may seem like an 
invigorating way to help students 
recognize their mistakes, we also 
must remember that a significant 
part of a teacher’s job is marking. 
Having them go the extra mile 
to pick up different pens to 
mark different errors seems like 
an unproductive use of their 
cognitive energy and time. 
For the students, it leaves 
a whole new level of confusion. 
If they don’t understand how 
they made their mistake to begin 
with, changing the colour of the 
marking is not going to educate 
them any better. They might 
be able to see that the green 
mark means they should have 
removed the comma and added 
a period, but they wouldn’t know 
why. They know it is wrong, but 
they don’t know the principles 
of their mistakes. The root of 
the problem is never resolved. 
As for the argument that 
the colour red is “too aggressive” 
for students, I say: “toughen 
up.” You cannot coddle students 
forever with pretty colours. This 
type of teaching reinforces the 
idea that some errors are less 
important than other errors. 
When I was in grade school, a 
common question that would 
pop up whenever an assignment 
was due was “does spelling 
count?” For some reason, we 
felt that the accuracy of our 
spelling should not compromise 
the content of our homework. 
Of course spelling counts. How 
will anyone understand what 
you wrote if you don’t spell 
properly? Yes, some errors 
are more glaring than others, 
but if we want our students to 
strive for perfection, we cannot 
say that that mistake is better 
than another. We need to be 
aggressive if we want results. 
In Western culture, we put 
too much onus on the little 
nuisances of the teachers. We 
call out the teachers for the 
students’ mistakes. It’s clear 
that “rainbow marking” is 
another system of testing 
the instructors, not the 
students. It allows a third 
party to look at the 
marked paper 
and say, “Well, the teacher is 
clearly incompetent. He used a 
blue pen here when clearly he 
should have used an orange pen.” 
Why not just mark the 
paper with a pencil? Why 
not just allow the student to 
erase it afterward so they can 
feel better? If the teachers 
are hired to do the job, then 
trust their judgment. Let them 
stick with the tried-and-true 
system: red pens for marking.
Stick with red  
 Why ‘rainbow marking’ students’ assignments is a waste of time 
In a world where the representation of queer 
people is so desperately lacking, 
some of the glaring examples 
of gay characters usually fall 
within the twilight realm of 
stereotyping. I’m never thrilled 
to see promiscuous bisexual 
characters who cheat on their 
partners and are “just confused,” 
or strawman lesbians who are 
physically aggressive and “hate all 
men,” or gay male characters who 
speak with a lisp and limp-wrist 
their way through statements like 
“Oh, I’m just one of the girls!” 
At the same time, I think 
some content creators have 
veered completely to the other 
end of the spectrum. In their 
desperation 
not to 
stereotype, 
they seem 
to have 
developed 
the “safe” 
attitude of 
“if people 
want to 
see it, 
they’ll see 
it. If they 
don’t want 
to see it, 
they don’t 
have to.” 
An example of this would 
be JK Rowling’s statement, post-
series, that Dumbledore is gay. 
Her decision not to include his 
sexuality as a plot point in the 
novels makes a certain amount 
of sense to me, but what I find 
galling is that to this day, I still 
hear people say that Dumbledore 
is an excellent example of a 
gay character as “you would 
never know he was gay.” 
No, he isn’t. He’s an 
interesting character to be 
certain, and I’m glad that 
Rowling, at least, acknowledged 
the existence of queer people 
by making his sexuality known, 
but I think it’s a bit of a cop out 
to try to claim that Dumbledore 
counts as queer representation. 
“But Rebecca,” you might 
say, “it’s a kid’s book. Why 
are you trying to push the gay 
agenda into a kid’s book?” 
I would love to get my hands 
on this gay agenda everyone 
talks about, honestly. That and 
the “literal 
homosexual 
steamroller” the 
late Reverend 
Jerry Falwell 
spoke of all 
those years ago. 
But I digress. 
Because 
the very 
notion of 
homosexuality, 
bisexuality, 
and what have 
you, has been 
so intensely 
sexualized over 
the years, many 
balk at the idea of including 
these narratives in a visible way 
in the mainstream. It doesn’t 
have to be this way. “What 
will I tell my kids?” Well, you 
don’t immediately have to skip 
over to the conversation about 
strap-on dildos just because 
they saw two girls kissing on 
screen, but I suppose that’s your 
choice as a parent if you do. 
I think we as a society have 
all reached a point where we can 
acknowledge that queer people 
exist. It’s no longer popular 
to be outwardly homophobic. 
However, I still often hear 
comments such as “I don’t mind 
gay people, I just don’t want 
them flaunting it in my face!” 
I have bad news for you: 
you do, in fact, mind gay people. 
If your favourite type of gay 
character is one where you can 
easily mistake them for a straight 
person, you mind gay people. If 
I, as a queer woman, have to live 
my life consuming popular media 
where heterosexual people can 
kiss each other like their tongues 
are tonsil-seeking missiles and 
still only garner a PG rating 
overall, then I think straight 
people can handle a little more 
than vague references when it 
comes to queer characters.
There is no denying that 
things are definitely starting 
to improve in terms of 
representation. But the last thing 
I want is for content creators to 
fall into a pattern of thinking that 
subtext is not only a perfectly 
acceptable way to write queer 
characters, but the ideal. I am 
very good at squinting, at making 
assumptions, at connecting 
the dots and hoping, because 
as a queer lady in real life that 
is what I have to do. However, 
when I go to the movies, I would 
love to see myself represented 
on screen. More importantly, I 
would love to know that other 
people are seeing it too.
 Marginalized people who want to see themselves reflected in media shouldn’t have to squint 
Subtext is not representation
Rebecca Peterson 
Staff Writer
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I think we as a society 
have all reached a 
point where we can 
acknowledge that 
queer people exist. 
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Concert sales in Vancouver have hit an all-time 
low over the past few years, 
and scientists are only now 
discovering the causation. 
“It appears that the main 
cause has been the use of 
Snapchat by concert-going youth,” 
said UBC scientist Stan Chap. 
Chap has been working on the 
cause and effects of Snapchat 
in society over the past two 
years, and has an entire team of 
scientists, geniuses, and brainiacs 
working with him in the lab. 
“This is the discovery 
of a lifetime,” Chap said. 
Through thousands of tests 
and intricate determinations, 
Chap’s team found that Snapchat 
had been directly affecting 
concert attendance ever since 
the Snapstory was introduced 
to the photo sharing app. 
“It appears that many 
young people are more than 
happy with just seeing a live 
concert through the Snapstories 
of their friends in the crowd,” 
Chap explained, “and would 
rather save their money than 
experience the event in person.” 
Chap was proved right at the 
latest Daughter concert, where 
many people in the crowd were 
watching the show through the 
screens of their iPhones. When 
asked how much of the concert 
ticket price her Snapchat friends 
were paying to enjoy the concert 
as well, attendee Jessica Rhodes 
said that she just “did it for fun.” 
“I doubt anyone from my 
Snapchat would pay me money 
for the stories I put up,” Rhodes 
stated during Daughter’s “Youth.” 
“But I’m sure they are all enjoying 
them. Just a second, this is her 
most popular song, I need to 
record and share this entire 
thing in 10-second increments.” 
One of Rhodes friends, 
Ben Liverson, had also enjoyed 
the concert, though from the 
comforts of his own living room. 
“Oh yeah, that’s why I love 
having Jessica on Snapchat, 
she’s always going out and doing 
these fun things, and we all get 
to be a part of it!” he said. 
While Liverson is sad that 
he didn’t get to see as much 
of the show as he would have 
liked (apparently a reporter 
had interrupted Rhodes from 
Snapchatting the entirety of 
the concert), he said that it was 
well worth the $0 that he paid. 
“I love seeing concerts. I’ve 
seen Justin Bieber, Taylor Swift, 
a little bit of Miley Cyrus. And at 
most of these events I get to watch 
from so many different angles, it’s 
almost as if I experienced more 
than if I had actually gone.” 
Liverson said that he doesn’t 
care much for the quality of 
sound that Snapchat videos 
provide for these concerts, as he 
just likes to be able to show off 
how many bands he has seen. 
Low concert ticket sales in direct 
correlation to popularity of Snapchat
 Many content with just viewing live shows through stories
In a shocking series of events, local bus rider Pete Ryder 
had the fright of his life last 
Wednesday, after being followed 
home from his bus stop. 
The follower in question is 
an unnamed, hoodie-wearing 
male standing around six 
feet four inches and weighing 
approximately 200 lbs. 
Ryder said that the man 
had been staring at him on the 
bus the entire ride, ever since 
he had gotten on from the stop 
outside the restaurant that he 
works at. Ryder had avoided 
making eye contact with the 
suspect, but said that the man 
in question had moved seats 
to sit closer to Ryder half way 
through the bus ride.  
“It was like he was trying to 
get close enough to smell me,” 
Ryder said. “It was so creepy.” 
As Ryder left the bus, he 
stated in an interview to the 
RCMP shortly after the encounter, 
the suspect had gotten up and 
slipped off as well, though had 
previously made no intention 
that this was his stop until 
Ryder had motioned to get off. 
“I knew something was 
off at that point,” Ryder said. 
Ryder then proceeded 
to speed-walk the half-
kilometre to his home, being 
too frightened to look back or 
make a confrontation, as the 
man towered over him by at 
least half a foot and could have 
been concealing a weapon. 
“By the time I made it 
home and locked my door 
behind me I was practically 
sprinting,” Ryder said. “I had 
never been so scared in my life. 
This just really isn’t something 
that usually happens, right?” 
Ryder immediately called 
911, though was surprised by 
the response he received. 
“They started asking 
questions about me,” Ryder said 
in an interview. “I was trying to 
tell them what this guy looked 
like, but they kept asking if I was 
drunk, or what I was wearing.” 
The police investigation 
eventually was called off due to 
the man being too unidentifiable, 
but they gave Ryder a piece 
of advice to protect him from 
this ever happening again. 
“Don’t ride the bus. You put 
yourself at risk by riding the bus. 
Don’t you know how dangerous 
riding the bus is?” they explained 
to him before they terminated 
his case. Wearing more layers 
of clothing to protect himself 
from potential knife attacks was 
another trick the police said 
would help end the problem, 
and they suggested that it was 
somewhat Ryder’s fault for making 
eye contact in the first place. 
 Local police do not believe there was any cause for alarm
Man followed home from bus stop
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It began with the changings of the great social media 
platforms of power. First, the 
Book of Faces, changing its 
format—its very being—to 
satisfy the Creators. Next, the 
Birds of Twitter, changing to 
a “While you were away” type 
of tune. And lastly, the fabled 
runes of Instagram, that which 
held out for so long, lost its 
chronological ordering for an 
algorithm of fire. One by one 
they fell into darkness. One by 
one, they were consumed. 
But there were 
some who resisted. 
A last alliance of Tweeters 
and Instagrammers, bound 
together by fate, destiny, and 
the will to go on, passed a 
ground-breaking petition to 
stop the darkness and to leave 
the realms of the Internet the 
same as they had always been. 
By the thousands, they signed, 
and on an obscure corner of 
the Internet, they shared the 
petition for the fate of Instagram. 
Victory was near, but the 
power of trendy new updates 
could not be undone. 
The great creators controlled 
all, and before long, the battle 
for chronological ordering 
was over. Hackers, coders, and 
hashtaggers were thwarted, 
their keyboards broken in two, 
and their stories ended. 
It was not long until many 
had forgotten the before time, 
when Instagram pictures would 
be ordered based on time of 
posting rather than pictures that 
had been liked. The people fell in 
line, and agreed to view content 
laid out in a less-than-satisfactory 
way. The world had fallen into 
chaos, and ads controlled the 
content that was to be viewed. 
Young, innocent accounts 
were born into a world that 
did not remember what once 
was. The great ordering of lore 
was cast to the wind, and a 
confusing—and often mistaken—
algorithm had taken its place. 
Old men tell tales now of 
what once was. Some even speak 
of a time when there were no 
ads or parents on Facebook, but 
those stories cannot be believed 
by the Instagrammers of today. 
Many hold out hope that 
a new social media platform 
will emerge, a saviour, to 
cleanse the accounts of their 
sins and create a world free 
of ads, changes, or uncles 
sharing mildly racist memes. 
For that day, we wait. For 
as long as some still remember 
the way things were, the 
Internet may know peace. 
The before time 
of Instagram
 ‘What once was is now lost, for none now live who remember’
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Unintentionally 
inappropriate 
vintage ads
by David Manky, Senior Columnist
“In the past, they resorted to literal white-washing” 
By Brittney MacDonald, Life & Style Editor
issue 27 // volume 42 humour // no. 23
Vancouverites angry that they have 
nothing to complain about 
Entire workforce suddenly stops due to lack of interest 
What seems to be a first for BC’s largest city is 
a little too hard to handle 
for many of its residents. 
Vancouverites have been 
enjoying sunny weather over 
the past few weeks, with an 
unseasonal lack of rain and 
no grey clouds in sight. 
“It just doesn’t feel right,” 
said Kitsilano resident, Paul 
Jones. “I’ve been to the beach 
every day this week. I’ve 
relaxed so much, there’s hardly 
any stress left to expel.” 
Jones usually spends his 
evening being angry that anyone 
would dare order food at the 
restaurant he works at, though he 
said that the lightened attitude 
of his patrons and those he 
works with has really changed his 
mood. “Is this what contentment 
feels like?” he asked. “I hate it.”
Similar issues have arisen 
at local yoga, meditation, and 
hookah joints, with owners 
claiming that the generally relaxed 
attitude of most Vancouverites 
nowadays has lost them 
hundreds of dollars in business. 
“I mean, who can really be 
mad on a day like today?” asked 
yoga instructor Ruth Baxley. “I 
have less people coming in to 
relax their bodies and minds with 
the healing motions of yoga, but 
honestly, I’ve never felt better.”
Still, Baxley worried that 
if things kept going as well for 
her would-be customers around 
the city that she would soon 
be out of house and home. 
The overall lax attitudes of 
Vancouverites has eliminated 
all traffic, as many have taken 
to bicycling on the sunny days 
instead. Those who remained in 
their cars are found to be driving 
selflessly and more apologetically. 
“The only horns I’ve heard 
today were ones of gratitude,” 
said lawyer and commuter Brock 
Hardy. “It’s kind of crazy how I 
never thought about it this way, 
but if everyone just lets people 
in and no one tries to budge 
ahead, traffic flows smoothly.” 
Hardy found himself at work 
with time to spare every day over 
the past week, something he 
said has left him with nothing 
to talk to his co-workers about. 
“Usually I show up and say ‘ugh 
traffic’ and Jim, well he does this 
shrug thing. It’s pretty great. Now 
we don’t have that any more…” 
Many around the city 
have found that this new 
enlightenment and easy-going 
attitude has left them severely 
questioning their own identities. 
“I mean, we don’t even 
have the Canucks to be angry 
about,” said James Benning. “I 
went to a game the other day, 
and everyone was just getting 
drunk and having a good time. 
No one cared who won or lost 
because there is no possibility 
for playoff contention. It’s like 
they’re not even fans any more!” 
Many are hoping that some 
rain will come, so that Vancouver 
can have something to actually 
complain about and stop 
complaining about not having 
anything to complain about. 
The entire economy of Canada collapsed upon 
the simultaneous discovery 
that no one else felt like going 
into work today, either.
“I woke up and it was just 
such a lovely day,” explained 
ICBC worker Ford Chrysler, 
who is, or was, responsible for 
overseeing car accident claims. 
“I decided all those people in 
chronic pain trying to claim 
their insurance payouts just to 
pay rent would have to wait.”
Ford proceeded to walk 
down the road to get some ice 
cream, only to find that nobody 
at the corner store was working 
either. Teenaged 7-Eleven 
employee I.C. Wiener was instead 
preoccupied at the beach sipping 
a six-pack of beer, similarly 
enjoying the sunny weather.
“I can do whatever I want 
on this beach! There aren’t 
any beach patrols or lifeguards 
around!” he proclaimed. Indeed, 
the people usually employed by 
the city to keep the beaches a 
safe place were so busy hitting 
the waves, lying in the sun, 
and being attacked by sharks 
that they had failed to provide 
others their essential services.
All across the nation, 
employees from all walks of 
life decided it just wasn’t worth 
clocking in today. Whether 
they worked in customer 
service, corporate business, 
health care, government, or 
specialization, the thoughts were 
unanimous: work can wait. 
International reaction has 
ranged from admiration to sheer 
outrage, particularly in regard 
to the economic implications 
of the whole situation. 
Representatives from the prime 
minister’s office could not be 
reached for comment. The prime 
minister was last seen in Tofino 
taking a rip from a volcano bag 
and leading a yoga course. 
Unintended consequences 
include—but are not limited 
to—a lack of teachers in schools 
to teach children, whose working 
parents (similarly taking the day 
off) ended up having to spend 
quality time with them instead. 
“It was just horrible,” 
explained Priscilla Pear, mother 
of two. “I took my kids out in 
the sunshine and we played 
Frisbee before eating a picnic 
lunch. I kept thinking about 
how I could be spending time 
with my boyfriend, if only 
someone was doing do their job 
like they’re supposed to be!”
Pear is currently employed 
as a nurse at St. John’s Hospital, 
whose total lack of staff led 
to multiple missed meals, 
medication losses, and heart 
attacks amongst the patients. 
Many took the opportunity of 
the lack of security to enjoy 
the sunny day themselves. The 
escaped patients, including 
many from a psychiatric unit for 
the criminally insane, will be 
searched for as soon as the RCMP 
and other police departments 
decide to come back to work.
The stock market has 
collapsed, mass looting of stores 
has taken place, and crime rates 
have quintupled since the sudden 
loss of productivity. Reporters 
on the scene have decided to 
abandon their work as well, 
because the beach suddenly 
seemed like a very nice option.
 Things have been going too smoothly
 Eighteen million Canadians ‘just didn’t feel like working’
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